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Northern Bistrict of New-York, to wit: BE I'l' REMEMBERED, That on the

eleventh day of June, in the fifty-third
year of the Independence of the United States of America, A. D. 1829, Josern
Syi7H, JuN, of the said District, hath deposited in this office the title of a Book, the
right whereof he claims as auther, in the words following, to wit: * The Book of
Mormon : an account written by the hand of Mormon, upon plates taken from the
plates of Nephi. Vherefore it 1s an abridgment of the Record of the People of Ne-
phi; and also of the Lamanites ; written to the Lamanites, who are a remnant of the
House of Israel; and alsoto Jew and Gentle; written by way of commandment,
and also by the spirit of Prophesy and of Revelation. Written, and sealed up, angi
hid up unto the Lord, that they might not be destroyed ; to come forth by the gifi en
{_m\\‘er of God, unto the interpretation thereof ; sealed by the hand of Moroni, and
hid up unto the Lord, to come forth in due time by the way of Gentile; the interprs-
taticn thereof by the gift of God ; an abridgment taken from the Book of Ether. Also,
which is a Record of the People of Jared, which were scattered at the time the Lord
confounded the language of the people when they were building a towerto get to
Meaven: which is to shew unto the rémnant of the House of Israel, how great things
the Lord hata done for their fathers; and that they may know the covenants of the
Lord, that they are not cast off forever: and also to the convincing of the Jew and
Gentile, that Jesusis the Christ, the Eternal God, manifesting Himself unto all na-
tions. And now if there be fault, it be the mistake of men; wherefore condemn not
ihe things of God, that ye may be found spotless atthe judgment seat of Christ.—By
Joseph Smith, Jun. Authior and Proprietor.”

In conformity to the act of the Congress of the United States, entitled, ““ An act
dor the encouragement of learning, ?Jy securing the copies of Mups, Charts, and
Books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein men-
tioned ;" and also the act, entitled, * An act supplementary to an act, entitled, ‘An
actfor the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and
Books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein men-
tioned, and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of desigung, engraving, and

etching historical and other prints.” R. R. LANSING,
Clerk of the Northern District of New-York.
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LREFACE.

To THE READER—

As many false reports have been circulated respec-
ting the following work, and also many unlawful mea-
sures taken by evil designing persons to destroy me,
and also the work, I would inform you that I translated,
by the gift and power of God, and caused to be written,
one hundred and sixteen pages, the which I took from
the Book of Lehi, which was an account abridged from
the plates of Lehi, by the hand of Mormon ; whichsaid
account, some person or persons have stolen and kept
from me, notwithstanding my utmost exertions to reco-
ver it again—and being commanded of the Lord that
I should not translate the same over again, for Satan
had put it into their hearts to tempt the Lord their God,
by altering the words, that they did read contrary from
that which I translated and caused to be written; and
if I should bring forth the same words again, or, in other
words, if I should translate the same over again, they
would publish that which they had stolen, and Batan
would stir up the hearts of this generation, that they
might not receive this work: but- behold, the Lord
said unto me, I will not suffer that Satan shall accom-
plish his evil design in this thing : therefore thou shalt
translate from the plates of Nephi, until ye come to that

which ye have translated, which ye have retained; and
1*
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v PREFACE.

behold ye shall publish it as the record of Nephi; and
thus I will confound those who have altered my words.
I will not suffer that they shall destroy my work; yea,
1 will shew unto them that my wisdom is greater than
the cunning of the Devil. Wherefore, to be obedient un-
to the commandments of God, Thave, through his grace
and mercy, accomplished that which he hath comman-
ded me respecting this thing. I would also inform
you that the plates of which hath been spoken, were
found in the township of Manchester, Ontario county.
New-York.
Tue AvurHoR.
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THE FIRST BOOK OF NEPHL

HIS REIGN AND MINISTRY.
CHAPTER L

An account of’ Lehi and his wife Seriah, and his four Sous,
being called, (beginning at the eldest,) Laman, Lematel,
Sam, and Nephi. The Lord warns Lehi to depart out of
the land of Jerusalem, because he prophesieth unto the peo-
ple concerning their iniquily ; and they seek to destroy his
Zife. He taketh three doys’ jouwrney into the wilderness
with his family. Nephi taketh his brethren and returns to
the land of Jerusalem after the racord of the Jews. The ac-
count of their sufferings. They take the daughiers of Ish-
mael to wife. They take their families and depart into the
wilderness. Their sufferings and afflictions in the wilder-
ness. The course of their travels. They come to the large
waters. Nephi’s brethren rebelleth against him. He con-
Sfoundeth them, and buildeth o Ship. They call the place
Bountiful. They cross the large waters into the promised
land, &c. This is according o the account of Nephi ; or,
@n other words, I Nephi wroie this record.

I, Nepui, having been born of goodly parents, therefore I
was taught somewhat in all the learning of my father; and
having seen many afflictions in the course of my days—never-
theless, having been highly favored of the Lord n all my days;
yea, having had a great knowledge of the goodness and the
mysteries of God, therefore I make a record of my procee-
dings in my days; yea, | make a record in thelanguage of my
father, which consists of the learning of the Jews and the lan-
guage of the Egyptians. And I know that the record which I
inake, to be true; and I make it with mine own hand; and I
make it according to my knowledge.

For it came to pass, in the commencement of the first year
of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah, (my father Lehi hav-
ing dwelt at Jerusalem in all his days;) and in that same year
there came many prophets, prophegying unto the people, that
they must repent, or the great city Jerusalem must be destroyed.
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8 FIRST BOOK OF NEPHI,

Wherefore it came to pass, that my father Lehi, as he went
forth, prayed unto the Lord, yea, even with all his heart, in
behalf of his people.

And it came to pass, as he prayed unto the Lord; there
came a pillar of fire and dwelt upon a rock before him; and
he saw and heard much; and because of the things which he
saw and heard, he did quake and tremble exceedingly.

And it came to pass that he returned to his own house at.
Jerusalem ; and he cast himself upon his bed, being overcome
with the spirit and the things which he had seen; and being
thus overcome with the spirit, he was carried away in a vis-
ion, even that he saw the Heavens open; and he thought he
saw God sitting upon his throne, surrounded with numberless
concourses of angels in the attitude of singing and praising
their God.

And it came to pass that he saw one descending out of the
midst of Heaven, and he beheld that his lustre was above that
of the sun at noon-day; and he also saw twelve othérs follow-
ing him, and their brightness did exceed that of the stars in
the firmament; and they came @down and went forth upon the
face of the earth; and the first came and stood before my fa-
ther, and gave unto him a Book, and bade him that he should
read.

And it came to pass that as he read, he was filled with the
spirit of the Lord, and he read, saying, Wo, wo unto Jerusa-
lem! for 1 have seen thine abominations; yea, and many
things did my father read concerning Jerusalem—that it should
be destroyed, and the inhabitants thereof, many should perish
by the sword, and many should be carried away captive inte
Babylon.

And it came to pass that when my fathér had read and saw
many great and marvellous things, he did exclaim many things
unto the Lord ; such as, Great and marvellous are thy works,
O Lord-God Almighty! Thy throne is high in the Heavens,
and thy power, and goodness, and mercy is over all the inhabi-
tants of the earth; and because thou art merciful, thou will
not suffer those who come unto thee that they shall perish!
And after this manner was the language of my father in the
praising of his God ; for his soul did rejoice, and his whole
heart was filled, because of the things which he had seen; yea,
which the Lord had shewn unto him. And now I, Nephi, do
not make a full account of the things which my father hath
written, for he hath written many things which he saw in vis-
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FIRST BOOK OF NEPHI. ]

ions and in dreams; and he also hath written many things
which he prophesied and spake unto his children, of which I
shall not make a full account; but I shall make an account of
my proceedings in my days—Bchold I make an abridement of
the record of my father, upon plates which I have made with
mine own hands; wherefore, after that 1 have abridged the
record of my father, then will I make an account of mine own
life.

Therefore, I would that ye should know thatafter the Lord
had shewn so many marvellous things unto my father Lehi,
yea, concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, behold he went
torth among the people, and began to prophesy and to de-
clare unto them concerning the things which he had both seen
and heard.

And it came to pass that the Jews did mock him because
of the things which he testified of them; for he truly testified
of their wickedness and their abominations ; and he testified
that the things which he saw and heard, and also the things
which he read in the Book, manifested plainly of the coniing
of a Messiah, and also the redemption of the world.

And when the Jews heard these things, they were angry
withhim ; yea, even as with the prophets of old, whom they had
cast out and stoned and slain; and they also sought his life,
that they might take it away. But behold, I, Nephi, will shew
unto you that the tender mercies of the Lord is over all them
whom he hath chosen, because of their faith, to make them
mighty even unto the power of deliverance.

For behold it came to pass that the Lord spake unto my fa-
ther, yea, even in a dream, and sayeth unto him, Blessed art.
thou Lehi, because of the things which thou hast done; and be-
cause thou hast been faithful and declared unto this people the
things which I commanded thee, behold they seek to take
away thy life. .

And it came to pass that the Lord commanded my father,
even in a dream, that he should take his family and depart into
the wilderness. And it came to pass that he was obedient un-
to the word of the Lord, wherefore he did as the Lord com-
manded him.

And it came to pass that he departed into the wilderness.—
And he left his house, and the land of his inheritance, and his
gold, and his silver, and his precious things, and took nothing
with him save it were his family, and provisions, and tents, and
he departed into the wilderness; and he came down by the
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8 FIBST BOOK OF NEPHE

borders near the shore of the Hed Sea; and he travelled in
the wilderness, in the borders, which was nearer the Red Sea;
and he did travel in the wilderness with his family, which con-
gisted of my mother, Sariah, and my elder brothers, which
were Laman, Lemuel and Sam.

And it-came to pass that when he had travelled three days
in the wilderness, he pitched his tent in a valley beside a river
of water. And it came to passthat he built an altar of stones,
and he made an offering unto the Lord, and gave thanksunto
the Lord our God. And it came to pass that he called the
name of the river Laman, and it emptied into the Red Sea;
and the valley was in the borders near the mouth thereof.

And when my father saw that the waters of the river emp-
tied into the fountain of the Red Sea, he spake unto Laman,
saying : O that thou mighlest be like unto this river, continually
running into the fountain of all righteousness. And he also
spake unto Lemuel: O that thou mightest be like unto this val-
ley, firm, and steadfast, and immoveable in keeping the com-
mandments of the Lord. Now this he spalte because of the
stiffneckedness of Laman and Lemuel; for behold, they did
murmur in many things against their father, because that he
was 2 visionary man, and that he had led them out of the land
of Jerusalem, to leave the land of their inheritance, and their
gold, and their silver, and their precious things, and to perish
in the wilderness. And this they said he had done because of
the foolish imaginations of his heart. And thus Laman and
Lemuel, being the eldest, did murmur against their father,.—
And they did murmur because they knew not the dealings of
that God who had created them. Neither did they believe that
Jerusalem, that great city, could be destroyed according to the
words of the prophets. And they were like unto the Jews,
which were at Jerusalem, which sought to take away the life of
my father.

And it came to pass that my father did speak unto them in
the valley of Lemuel, with power, being filled with the spirit,
until their frames did shakebefore him.  And he did confound
them, that they durst not utter against him; wherefore they
did do as he commanded them. And my father dwelt in a
tent.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, being exceeding young,
nevertheless being large in stature, and also having great de-
sires to know of the mysteries of God, wherefore I did cry
unte the Lord ; and behold he did visit me, and did soften my
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FIRST BOOK OF NEPHI, 9

heart that I did believe all the words which had been spoken
by my father ; wherefore I did not rebel against him like unto
my brothers. And I spake unto Sam, making known unto
him the things which the Lord had manifested unto me by his
Holy Spirit.

And 1t came to pass that he believed in my words; but be-
hold Laman and Lemuel would not hearken unto my words :
And being grieved because of the hardness of their hearts, I
cried unto the Lord for them.

And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto me, saying -
Blessed art thou, Nephi, because of thy faith, for thou hast
sought me diligently, with lowliness of heart. And inasmuch
as ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall prosper, and shall
be led to a land of promise ; yea, even a land which I have
prepared for you ; yea, a land which is choice above all other
lands. And inasmuch as thy brethren shall rebel againt thee,
they shall be cut off from the presence of the Lord. And inas-
much as thou shalt keep my commandments, thou shalt be
made a ruler and a teacher over thy brethren. For behold, in
that day that they shall rebel against me, I will curse them
even with a sore curse, and they shall have no power over
thy seed, except they shall rebel against me also, And if it
so be that they rebel against me, they shall be a scourge unter
thy seed, to stir them up in the ways of remembrance.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, returned from speaking
with the Lord, to the tent of my father. And it came to pass
that he spake unto me, saying: Behold I have dreamed a dream,
in the which the Lord hath commanded me that thou and thy
brethren shall return to Jerusalem. For beliold, Laban hath
the record of the Jews, and also a genealogy of my forefathers,
and they are engraven upon plates of brass. Wherefore the
Lord bath commanded me that thou and thy brothers should
go unto the house of Laban, and seek the records, and bring
them down hither into the wilderness.  And now, behold, thy
brothers murmur, saying : It is & hard thing which I have re-
quired of them; but behold I have not required it of them, but
it1s a commandment of the Lord. Therefore go, my son, and
thou shalt be favored of the Lord, because thou hast not mur-
nrred.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, said unto my father, 1
will go and do the things which the Lord hath commanded,
for T know that the Lord giveth no commandments unto the
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10 FIRST BOOK OF NEPHI.

children of men, save he shall prepare a way for them that
they may accomplish the thing which he commandeth them.

And it came to pass that when my father had heard these
words, he was exceeding glad, for he knew that 1 had been
blessed of the Lord. And I, Nephi, and my brethren, took
our journey in the wilderness with our tents, to go up to the
Fand of Jerusalem.

And it came to pass that when we had come up to the land
of Jerusalem, I and my brethren did consult one with another ;
and we cast lots which of us should go in unto the house of
Laban. And it came to pass that the lot fell upon Laman ; and
Laman went in unto the house of Laban, and he talked with
him as he satin his house. And he desired of Laban the rec-
ords which were engraven upon the plates of brass, which con-
tained the genealogy of my father.

And behold, it came to pass that Laban was angry, and
thrust him out from his presence ; and he would not that he
should have the records. Wherefore he said unto him, behold
thou art a robber, and I will slay thee. But Laman fled out of
his presence, and told the things which Laban had done, unto
us. Andwe began to be exceeding sorrowful, and my brethren
were about to return unto my father in the wilderness. But
behold Isaid unto them, that as the Lord liveth, and as we live,
we will not go down unto our father in the wilderness, until
we have accomplished the thing which the Lord hath comman-
ded us. Wherefore let us be faithful in keeping the command-
ments of the Lord ; therefore let us go down to the land of our
father’s inheritance, for behold he left gold and silver, and all
manner of riches.  And all this he hath done, because of the

.commandments of the Lord: for he knowing that Jerusalem

must be destroyed, because of the wickedness of the people.

For behold, they have rejected the words of the prophets—
Wherefore if my father should dwell in the land after that he
hath been commanded to flee out of the land, behold he would
also perish. Wherefore it must neceds be that he flee out of
theland. And behold, it is wisdom in God that we should
obtain these records, that we might preserve unto our children
the language of our fathers; and also that we may preserve
unto them the words which have been spoken by the mouth of
all the holy prophets, which have been delivered unto them by
the spirit and power of God, since the world began, even down
unto this present time.
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WIRST BOUK OF NEPHI. 11

And it eame to pass that after this manner of language did
1 persuade my brethren, that they might be faithful in keeping
the commandments of God. And it came to pass that we
went down to the land of ourinheritance, and we did gather to-
gether our gold, and our silver, and our precious things. And
after that we had gathered these things together, we went up
again unto the house of Liban.

And it came to pass that we went in unto Laban, and desired
him that he would give unto us the records which were engra-
ven upon the plites of brass, for which we would give unto
‘him our gold, and éur silver, and all our precious things.

And it came to pass that when Laban sew our property, and
that it was exceeding great, he did lust after it, insomuch that
he thrust us out, and sent his servants to slay us, that he might
ebtain our property. And it came to pass that we did flee be-
fore the servants of Laban, and we were obliged to leave behind
our property, and it fell into the hands of Laban. -

And 1t came to pass that we fied into the wilderness, and the
servants of Laban did not overtake us, and we hid ourselves
in the cavity of a rock. And it came to pass that Laman was
angry with me, and also with my father ; and-alzo was Lemuel ;
for he hearkened unto the words of Laman. Wherefore La-
man and Lemuel did speak many hard words unto us, their
younger brothers, and they did smite us even witha rod.

And it came to pass as they smote:us with a rod, behold an
angel of the Lord came and stood béfore-them, and he spake
unto them saying: Why do ye smite your younger brother with
arod? Know yenot that the Lord hath chesen him to be a
ruler over you, and this because of your iniquities? Behold
thou shalt go up to Jerusalem again, and the Lord 3l deliver
Laban into your hands. And after that the engel had spoken
unto us, he departed. And after that the angel had departed,
Laman and Lemuel again began to murmur, saying, how is it
possible that the Lord will deliver Laban into our hands? Be-
hold he is a mighty man, and he can command fifty, yes, even
he can slay fifty; then why not us?

And it came to pass that I spake unto my brethren, saying:
Let us go up again unto Jerusalem, and let us be faithful in
keeping the commandments of the Lord; for behold he is
mightier than all the earth, then why not mightier than Laban
and his fifty, yea, or even than his tens of thousands. There-
fore 1ét us go up; let us be strong like unto Moses : For he
truly spake unto the waters of the Red Sea, and they divided
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ip FIRST BOOK OF NEPHIL

hither and thither, and our fathers came through out of cap-
tivity on dry ground, and the armies of Pharaoh did follow and
were drowned in the waters of the Red Sea. Now behold
ye know that this is true; and ye also know that an angel
hath spoken unto you, wherefore can ye doubt. Let us go
up; the Lord is able to deliver us, even as our fathers, and to
destroy Laban, even as the Egyptians.

Now when I had spoken these words, they were yet wroth,
and did still continue to murmur; Nevertheless they did fol-
low me up until we came without the walls of Jerusalem. And
it was by night; and I caused that they should hide them-
selves without the walls. And after that they had hid them-
selves, I, Nephi, crept into the city and went forth towards the
house of Laban. And I was led by the spirit, not knowing
beforehand the things which I should do. Nevertheless I
went forth, and as I came near unto the house of Laban, 1 be-
held a man, and he had fallen to the earth before me, for he
was drunken with wine. And when I came to him, I found
that it was Laban. And I beheld his sword, and I drew it
forth from the sheath thereof, and the hilt thereof was of pure
gold, and the workmanship thereof was exceeding fine; and
I saw that the blade thereof was of the most precious steel.

And it came to pass that I was constrained by the spirit
that I should kill Laban; but I said in my heart, never at any
time have I shed the blood of man, and I shrunk and would
that I might not slay him. And the spirit saith unto me again,
behold the Lord hath delivered him into thy hands; yea, and
T also knew that he had sought to take away mine own life;
yea, and he would not hearken unto the commandments of
thé Lord; and he also had taken away our property.

And it came to pass that the spirit said unto me again, slay
him, for the Lord hath delivered himinto thy hands. Behold the
Lord slayeth the wicked to bring forth his righteous purposes:
It is better that one man should perish, than that a nation
should dwindle and perish in unbelief.

And now, when I, Nephi, had heard these words, I remem-
bered the words of the Lord which he spake unto me in the
wilderness, saying, that inasmuch as thy seed shall keep my
commandments, they shall prosper in the land of promise.—
Yea, and I also thought that they could not keep the com-
mandments of the Lord according to the law of Moses, save
they should have the law. And I also knew that the law was
engraven upon the plates of brasz, And again—I knew that
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FIRST BOOK OF NEPHI 18

the Lord had delivered Laban into my hands, for this cause :
that I might obtain the records according to his commmand-
ments. Therefore 1 did obey the voice of the spirit, and took
Laban by the hair of the head, and I smote off his head with
his own sword.

And after that I had smitten off his head with his own sword,
I took the garments of Laban and put them wpon mine own
body ; yea, even every whit; and I did gird on his armour
about my loins. And after that I had done this, I went forth
unto the treasury of Laban. And as Iwent forth towards the
treasury of Laban, behold I«aw the servant of Laban which had
the keys of the treasury. And I commanded him in the voice
of Laban, that he should go with mne into the treasury; and he
supposed me to be his master, Laban, for he beheld the gar-
ments, and also the sword girted about my loins. And he
spake unto me concerning the elders of the Jews, he know-
ing that his master Laban had been out by night among them,
And I spake unto him as if it bad been Laban. And I alss
spake unto him that I should carry the engravings which were
upon the plates of brass, to my elder brethren, which were
withont the walls, And I also bade him that he should fol-
low me. And he, supposing that I spake of the brethren of
the chureh, and that I was truly that Laban whom i had slain,
wherefore he did follow me. And he spake unto me many
times concerning the elders of the Jews, as I went forth unto
my brethren, which were without the walls,

And it came to pass that when Laman saw me, he was ex-
ceedingly frightened, and also Lemuel and Sam. And they
fled from before my presence; for they supposed it was La-
ban, and that he had slain me, and had sought to take away
their lives also,

And it came to pass that I called after them, and they did
hear me; wherefore they did cease to flee from my presence.
And it came to pass that when the servant of Laban beheld
my brethren, he began to tremble, and was about to flee from
before me and return to the city of Jerusalem.

And now I, Nephi, being a man large in stature, and also
having received much strength of the Lord, therefore 1 did
seize upon the servant of Laban, and held bim, that he shouid
not flee.

And It came to pass that I spake with him, that if he would
hearken unto my words, as the Lord liveth and as 1 live, even
30 that if he would hearken unto our woerds, we would spare
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14 TIRST BOOK QF NEPHI.

his life. And I spake unto him, even with an eath, that he
need not fear; that he should be a free man like unto us, if
he would go down in the wilderness with us. And I alse
spake unto him, saying, surely the Lord hath commanded us
to do this thing. And shall we not be diligent in keeping the
commandments of the Lord? Therefore, if thou wilt go down
mto the wilderness to my father, thou shalt have place with us.

And it came to pass that Zoram did take courage at the
words which I spake. Now Zoram was the name of the ser-
vant; and he promised that he would go down into the wil-
derness unto our father. And he also made an oath unto us,
that he would tarry with us from that time forth. Now we
were desirous that he should tarry with us for this cause: that
the Jews might not know concerning our flight into the wilder-
ness, lest they should pursue us and destroy us.

And it came to pass that when Zoram had made an oath unto
us, our fears did cease concerning him.  And it came to pass
that we took the plates of brass and the servant of Laban, and
departed into the wilderness, and journied unto the tent of
our father.

And it came to pass that after we had came down into the
wilderness unto our father, behold he was filled with joy, and
also my mother, Sariah, was exceeding glad, for she truly had
mourned because of us ; for she had supposed that we had per-
ished in the wilderness; and she also had complained agamst
my father, telling him that he was a visionary man ; saying,
behold thou hast led us forth from the land of our inheritance,
and my sons are no more, and we perish in the wilderness.
And after this manner of language had my mother complained
against my father.

And it had came to pass.that my father spake unto her say:
ing : Tkoow that I am a visiopary man; f{orif I had not zeen
the things of God in a vision, 1 should not have known the
goodness of God, but had tarried at Jerusalem and had per-
ished with my brethren. But behold, I have obtained a land
of promise, in the which thing I do rejoice; yea, and I know
that the Lord will deliver my sons out of the hands of Laban,
and bring them down again unto us in the wilderness. And
after this manner of language did my father Lehi comfort my
mother Sariah, concerning us, while we journied in the wil-
derness up to the land of Jerusalem, to obtain the record of
the Jews,

And when we had returaed to the tent of my father, behold
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their joy was full, and my mother was comforted; and she
spake, saying: Now I know of a surety that the Lord hath com-
manded my husband to flee into the wilderness; yea, and I
also know of a surety that the Lord hath protected my sons
and delivered them out of the hands of Laban, and gave them
power whereby they could accomplish the thing which the
Lord hath commanded them. And after this manner of lan-
guage did she speak.

And it came to pass that they did rejoice exceedingly, and
did offer sacrifice and burnt offerings unto the Lord ; and they
gave thanks unto the God of Israel. And after that they had
given thanks unto the God of Israel, my father Lehi took the
records which were engraven upon the plates of brass, and he
did search them from the beginning. And he-beheld that
they did contain the five Books of Moses, which gave an ac-
count of the creation of the world, and also of Adam and Eve,
which was our first parents; and also a record of the Jews
from the beginning, even down to the commencement of the
reign of Zedekiah, King of Judah; and also the prophecies of
the Holy prophets, from the beginning, even dewn io the com-
mencement of the reign of Zedekiah; and also many proph-
ecies which have been spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah.

And it came to pass that my father Lehi also found upon the
plates of brass, a genealogy of his fathers ; wherefore he knew
that he was a descendant of Joseph ; yea, even that Joseph
which was the son of Jacob, which was sold into Egypt, and
which was preserved by the hand-of the Lord, that he might
preserve his father Jacob and all his household from perishing
with famine. And they were also led out of captivity and
out of the land of Egypt, by that same God who had preserv-
ed them. And thus my father Lehi did discover the genealo-
gy of his fathers. And Laban also was a descendant of Jo-
seph, wherefore he and his fathers had kept the records.

And now when my father saw all these things, he was filled
with the spirit, and began to prophesy concerning his seed ;
that these plates of brass should go forth unto all nations, kin-
dreds, tongues, and people which were of his seed. Where-
fore he said that these plates of brass should never perish;
neithershould they be dimmed any more by time. And he proph-
esied many things concerning his seed.

And it came to pass that thus far T and my father had kept
the commandments wherewith the Lord had commanded us.

And we had obtained the record which the Lord had comman-
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ded us, and searched them and found that they were desirable;
yea, even of great worth unto us, insomuch that we could
preserve the commandments of the Lord unto our children.
Wherefore it was wisdom in the Lord that we should carry
tbem with us, as we journied in the wilderness towards the
land of promise.

CHAPTER 1L

Anp now I, Nephi, do not give the genealogy of my fathers in
this part of my record; neither at any time shall I give it after
upon these plates which I am writing; for it is given in the
record which has been kept by my father; wherefore I do
not write it in this work. Forit suificeth me to say, that we
are a descendant of Joseph. And it mattereth not to me that
I am particular to give a full account of all the things of my
father, for they cannot be written upon these plates, for I de-
sire the room, that I may write of the things of God. For the
fullness of mine intent is that 1 may persuade men to come
unto the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, and be saved. Wherefore the things which are
pleasing unto the world, I do not write, but the things which
are pleasing unto God and unto them which are not of the
world. Wherefore 1 shall give commandment unto my seed,
that they shall not occupy these plates with things which are
not of worth unto the children of men. And now I would
that ye might know, that after my father Lehi had made an end
of prophesying concerning his seed, it came to pass that the
Lord spake unto him again, saying, that it was not mete for
bim, Lehi, that he should take his family into the wilderness
alone ; but that his' sons should take daughters to wife, that
they might raise up seed unto the Lord in the land of promise.

And it came to pass that the Lord commanded him that I,
Nephi, and my brethren, should again return unto the land of
Jorusalem, and bring down Ishmael and his family into the
wilderness,

Anditcame to pass that I, Nephi, did again, with my breth-
ren, go forth into the wilderness to go up to Jerusalem. And
it came to pass that we went up unto the house of ishmael,
and we did gain favor in the sight of Ishmael, insomuch that
we did speak uuto him the words of the Lord.
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And it came to pass that the Lord did soften the heart of
Ishmael, and also his houschold, insomuch that they took their
journey with us down into the wilderness to the tent of our fa-
ther. And it came to pass that as we journied in the wilder-
ness, behold, Laman and Lemuel, and two of the daughters of
Ishmael; and the two sons of Ishmael, and their families, did
rebel against us; yea, against I, Nephi, and Sam, and their
father, Ishmael, and his wife, and his three other daughters.

And itcame to pass in the which rebellion, they were desi-
rous to return unto the land of Jerusalem. And now I, Nephi,
being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, therefore I spake
unto them, saying; yea, even unto Laman and unto Lemuel, be-
hold, thou art mine elder brethren; and how is it that ye are
s0 hard in your hearts, and so blind in your minds, that ye have
need that I, your younger hrother, should speak unto you, yea,
and set an example foryou? How is itthat ye have not heark-
ened unto the word of the Lord? How is it that ye have for-
gotten that ye have seen an angel of the Lord? Yea, and how
is it that ye have forgotten how great things the Lord hath done
for us, in delivering us out of the hands of Laban, and also
that we should obtain the record? Yea, and how is it that ye
have forgotten that the Lord is able to do all things, according
to his will, for the children of men, if it so be that they exercise
faith in him ; wherefore, let us be faithful in him. And if it so
be that we are faithful in him, we shall obtain the land of prom-
ise ; and ye shall know at some future period, that the word of
the Lord shall be fulfilled, concerning the destruction of Jeru-
salem ; for all” things which the Lord hath spoken concerning
the destruction of Jerusalem, must be fulfilled. For, behold,
the spirit of the Lord ceaseth soon to strive with them ; for, be-
hold, they have rejected the prophets, and Jeremiah have they
castinto prison. And they have sought to take away the life of
my father, insomuch that they have driven him out of the land.

Now, behold, I say unto you, that if ye will return unto Je-
rusalem, ye shall also perish with them. And now, if ye have
choice, go up to the land, and remember the words which I
speak unto you, thatif ye go, ye will also perish ; for thus the
spirit of the Lord constraineth me that I should speak.

And it came to pass that when I, Nephi, had spoken these
words unto my brethren, they were angry with me. And it
came to pass that they did lay their hands upon me ; for, behold,
they were exceeding wroth; and they did bind me with cords;

o
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Hor they sought to take away my life, that they might leave me
:in the wilderness, to be devoured by wild beasts.

But it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord, saying: O
Lord, according to my {aith which is in thee, wilt thou deliver
me from the hands of my brethren ; yea, even give me strength
that I may burst these bands with which I am bound.

Andit came to pass that when I had said these words, be-
hold, the bands were loosed from off my hands and feet, and I
stood before my brethren, and I spake unto them again. And
it came to pass that they were angry with me again, and sought
16 lay hands upon me; but, behold, one of the daughiers of
Ishmael, yea, and also her mother, and one of the sons of Ish-
mael, did plead with my brethren, insomuch that they did soft-
en their hearts; and they did cease striving to take away my
fife.

And it came to pass that they were sorrowful, because of
their wickedness, insomuch that they did bow down before
me, and did plead with me, that I would forgive them of the
thing that they had done against me.

And it came to pass that I did frankly forgive them all that
they had done, and I did exhort them that they would pray unto
the Lord their God, for forgiveness. And it came to pass that
they did so. And after that they had done praying unto the
Lord, we did again travel on our journey toward the tent of
our father.

And it came to pass that we did come down unto the tent
of our father. And after that 1 and my brethren, and all the
house of Ishmael, had come down unto the tent of my father,
they did give thanks unto the Lord their God; and they did
offer sacrifice and burnt offerings unto him.

And it came to pass that we had gathered together all man-
ner of seeds of every kind; both of grain of every kind, and
also of the seeds of {ruits of every kind. And it came to pass
that while my father tarried in the wilderness, he spake unte
us, saying: Behold, 1 have dreamed a dream; or, in other
words, I have seen a vision. And behold, because of the thing
which I have seen, 1 have reason to rejoice in the Lord, be-
cause of Nephi, and 2lso of Sam; for I bave reason to sup-
pose that they, and slso many of their seed, will be saved.~—
But, behold, Laman and Lemuel, I fear exceedingly, because
of you; for, behold. me thought 1 saw a dark and dreary wil-
derness.
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And it came to pass that I saw a man, and he was dressed in
a white robe; and he came and stood before me. And it
came to pass that he spake unto me, and bade me follow him.
And it came to pass that as 1 followed him, and after I had
followed him, I beheld myself that Iwasin adark and dreary
waste. And after that I had travelled for the space of many
hours .in darkness, 1 began to pray unto the Lord, that he
would have mercy on me, according to the multitude of his
tender mercies.

And it came to pass that after I had prayed unto the Lord,
Ibeheld a large and spacious field. And it came to pass that I
beheld a tree, whose fruit was desirable, to make one happy.

And it came to pass that 1 did go forth, and partake. of the
fruit thereof; and I beheld that it was most sweet, above all
that I ever had before tasted. Yea, and I beheld that the fruit
thereof was white, to exceed all the whiteness that I had ever
seen. And as I partook of the fruit thereof, it filled my soul
with exceeding great joy; wherefore, I began to be desirous
that my family should partake of it also; for I knew that it
was desirous above all other fruit. And as I cast my eyes
round about, that perhaps I might discover my family alro,
I beheld a river of water; and it rap along, and it was
near the tree of which I was partaking the fruit. And I look-
ed to behold from whence it came; and I saw the head there-
of, a little way off; and at the head thereof, I beheld your
mother Sariah, and Sam, and Nephi; and they stood asif they
knew not whither they should go.

And it came to pass that I beckoned unto them; and I also
did say unto them, with a loud voice, that they should come
unto me, and partake of the fruit, which was desirable above
all other fruit.

And it came to pass that they did come unto me, and par-
take of the fruit also. And it came to pass that T was desi-
rous that Laman and Lemuel should come and partake of the
fruit also; wherefore, I cast mine eyes towards the head of
the river, that perhaps I might see them.

And it came to pass that I saw them, but they would not
come unto me. And I beheld a rod of iron; and it extended
along the bank of the river, and led to the tree by which I
stood. And 1 also beheld a straight and narrow path, which
came along by the rod of iron, even to the tree hy which I
stood; and it also led by the head of the fountain, untoa large
tnd spacioys field, asif it had been a world; and 1 saw num-
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berless concourses of people; many of whom were pressing
forward, that they might obtain the path which led unto the
tree by which I stood.

And it came to pass that they did come forth, and commence
in the path which led to the tree. And it came to pass that
there arose 2 mist of darkness; yea, even an exceeding great
mist of darkness, inspmuch that they which had commenced in
the path, did lose their way, that they wandered off, and-were
lost,

And it came to pass that I beheld others pressing forward ;
and they came forth, and caught hold of the end of the rod of
iron; and they did press forward through the mist of darkness,
clinging to the rod of iron, even until they did come forth and
partake of the fruit of the tree. And after that they had par-
taken of the {ruit of the tree, they did cast their syesabout as if
they were ashamed. And Ialso cast my eyes round about, and
beheld, on the other side of the river of water, a great and spa-
cious building; and it stood as it were in the air, high above
the earth; and it was filled with people, both old and young,
both male and female ; and their manner of dress was exceeding
fine; and they were in the attitude of mocking and pointing
their fingers towards those which had come at, and were parta-
king of the fruit. And after that they had tasted of the fruit,
they were .ashamed, because of those that were scoffing at
them; and they fell away into forbidden paths, and were lost.

And now I, Nephi, do not speak all the words of my father.
But, to be short in writing : Behold, he saw other multitudes
pressing forward ; and they came and caught hold of the end
of the rod of iron; and they did press their way forward, con-
tinually holding fast to the rod of iron, until they came forth and
fell down, and partook of the fruit of the tree. And he also
saw other multitudes, feeling their way towards that great and
spacious building,

And it came to pass that many were drowned in the depths
of the fountain ; and many were lost from his view, wandering
in strange roads. And great was the multitude that did enter
into that strange building. And after that they did enter into
that building, they did point the finger of scorn at me, and those
that were partaking of the {ruit also; but we heeded them not.
These are the words of my father: Forasmany asheeded them,
had fallen away. And Laman and Lemuel partook not of the
fruit, saith my father.

And it came to pass that after my father had spoken all the
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words of his dream or vision, which were many, he said unte
us, because of these things which he saw in a vison, he excee-
dingly feared for Laman and Lemuel; yea, he feared lest they
should be cast off from the presence of the Lord; and he did
exhort them then with all the feeling of a tender parent, that
they would hearken to his words, in that, perhaps the Lord
would be merciful to them, and not cast them off; yea, my fa-
ther did preach unto them.

And after that he had preached unto them, and also prophe-
sied unto them of many things, he bade them to keep the com-
mandments of the Lord; and he did cease speaking unto them.
And all these things did my father see, and hear, and speak, as
he dwelt in atent, in the valley of Lemuel; and also a great
many inore things, which cannot be written upon these plates.
And now, as I have spoken concerning these plates, behold,
they are not the plates upon which 1 make a full account of the.
history of my people; for the plates upon which I make a full
account of my people, T have given thename of Nephi; where-
fore, they are called the plates of Nephi, after mine own name;
and these plates also, are called the plates of Nephi.

Nevertheless, 1 have received a commandment of the Lord,
that I should make these plates, for the special purpose that
there should be an account engraven of the ministry of my
people. Upon the other plates should be engraven an ac-
count of the reign of the Kings, and the wars, and contentions
of my people ; wherefore, these plates are, for the more part,
of the ministry ; and the other plates are, for the more part, of
the reign of the Kings, and the wars, and contentions of my
people. Wherefore, the Lord hath commanded me to make
these plates, for a wise purpose in him; which purpose, I
know not. But the Lord knoweth all things, from the begin-
ning; wherefore, he prepareth o way to accomplish all his
works among the children of men ; for behold, he hath all pow-
or unto the fulfilling of all his words. And thusitis, Amen.

CHAPTER IIL

Anp now I, Nephi, proceed to give an account upon these
plates, of my proceedings, and my reign and ministry; where-
tore, to proceed with mine account, I must speak somewhat
of the things of my father, and also of my brethren.
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For behold, it came to pass that aftcr my father had made
an end of speaking the words of his dream, and also of exhort-
ing them to all diligence, he spake unto them concerning the
Jews : How that after they were destroyed, yea, even that
great city Jerusalem; and that many were carried away cap-
tive into Babylon ; that according to the own due time of the
Lord, they should return again; yea, even be brought back
out of captivity ; and after they are brought back out of cap-
tivity, to possess again the land of their inheritance.

Yea, even six hundred years from the time that my father
left Jerusalem, a Prophet would the Lord God raise up among
the Jews ; yea, even a Messiah ; or, in other words, a Saviour
of the world. And he also spake concerning the prophets:
How great a number had testified of these things, concerning
this Messiah, of which he had spoken, or this Redeemer of the
world. Wherefore, all mankind was ina lost and in a fallen
state; and ever would be, save they should rely on this Re-
deemer.

And he spake also, concerning a prophet, which should come
before the Messiah, to prepare the way of the Lord ; yea,even
he should go forth and- cry in the wilderness, Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, and make his paths straight; for there stand-
eth one among you whom ye know not; and .he is mightier
than I, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.. And
much spake my fath=r concerning this thing.

And my father saith that he should baptise in Bethabara,
beyond Jordan ; and he also spake, that he should baptise with
‘water; yea, even that he should baptise the Messiah with wi-
ter. And after that he had baptised the Messiah with water,
‘he should behold and bear record, that he had baptised the
Lamb of God, which should take away the sins of the world.

And it came to pass that after my father had spoken these
words, he spake unto my brethren concerning the Gospel,
which should be preached among the Jews; and also, concer-
ning the dwindling of the Jews in unbelief. And after that
they had slain the Messiah which should come, and after
that he had been slain, he should rise from the dead, and should
make himself manifest, by the Holy Ghost, unto the Gentiles.

Yea, even my father spake much concerning the Gentiles,
and also concerning the House of Israel: That they should be
compared like unto an olive tree, whose branches should be
broken off, and should be scattered upon all the face of the

earth, Wherefore, he said, it must needs be that we should
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beled with oneaccord, into the land of promise, unto the fuliill-
ing of the word of the Lord: That we should be scattered up-
on all the face of the earth. And after that the House of
Israel should be scattered, they should be gathered together
again; or, in fine, that after the Gentiles had received the
fulness of the Gospel, the natural branches of the olive tree,
or the remnants of the House of Israel, should be grafted in, or
come to the knowledge of the true Messiah, their Lord and
their Redeemer.  And after this manner of language did my
father prophesy and speak unto my brethren; and also, many
more things, which 1 do not write in this book; for I have
written as many of them, as were expedient for me, in mine
other book. And all these things of which I have spoken,
was done, as my father dwelt in a tent, in the valley of Lem-
uel.

And it came to pass that after I, Nephi, having heard all
the words of my father, concerning the things which he saw
in a vision; and also the things which he spake by the power
of the Holy Ghost; which power, he received by faith on the
Son of God. And the Son of God was the Messiah, which
should come.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, was desirous also, that 1
might see, and hear, and know of these things, by the power
of the Holy Ghost, which is the mft of God unto all those
who diligently seek him, as well in timesof old as in the time
that he should manifest himself unto the children of men; for
he is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever; and the way
is prepared from the foundation of the world, if it so be that
they repent and come unto him; for he that diligently seeketh,
shall find; and the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto
them, by the power of the Holy Ghost, as well in these times,
as in times of old; and as well in times of old, as in times to
come; wherefore, the course of the Lord is one eternal round.
Therefore, remember, O man. for all thy doings, thou shalt
be brought into judgment. Wherefore, if ye have sought to do
wickedly in the days of your probation, then ye are found un-
clean before the judgment sea: of God; and no unclean thing
can dwell with God ; wherefore, ye must be cast off forever.
And the Holy.Ghost giveth authority that I should speak these
things, and deny them not.

For it came to pass that after 1 had desired to know the
things that my father had seen, and believing that the Lord
was able to make them knewn unto me; wherefore, as I sat
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pondering in mine heart, Iwas caught away in the spirit of the
Lord, yea, into an exceeding high mountain, which I never
had before scen, and upon which I never had before sat my
foot. And the spiritsaith unto me, Behold, what desirest thou?
And I szith, I desire to behold the things which my father saw.
And the spirit saith unto me, Believest thou that thy father
saw the tree of which he hath spoken? And I said yea; thou
knowest that I believe all the words of my fatber.

And when I had spoken these words, the spirit cried with a
loud voice, saying: Hosanna to the Lord, the most high God;
for he is God over all the earth, yea, even above all; and
blessed art thou, Nephi, because thou believest in the Son of
the Most High God; wherefore, thou shalt behold the things
which thou hast desired.  And behold, this thing shall be giv-
en unto thee for a sign : that afier thou hast beheld the tree
which bore the fruit which thy father tasted, thou shalt also
behold a man descending out of Heaven, and him shall ye wit-
uess; and after that ye have witnessed him, ye shall bear rec-
ord that it is the Son of God.

And it came to pass that the spirit saith unto me, look ! and
flooked and beheld a tree; and it waslike unto the tree which
my father had seen; and the beauty thereof was far beyond,
yea, exceeding of all beauty; and the whiteness thereof, did
exceed the whiteness of the driven snow.

And it came to pass that after that 1 had seen the tree, I said
unto the spirit, I behold: thou hast shewn unto me the tree
which is precious above all. And he saith unto me, What de-
sirest thou? And I eaid unto him, to know the interpretation
thereof; for I spake unto him as a man speaketh; for 1 beheld
that he was in the form of a man; yet, nevertheless, I knew
that it was the spirit of the Lord ; and he spake unto me as a
man speaketh with another,

And it came to pass that he said untome,look : And I Jook-
ed as if to look upon him, and 1 saw him not; for he had
gone from before my presence.

And it came to pass that I looked and beheld the great city
Jerusalem, and also other cities. And I beheld the city of
Nazareth; and in the city of Nazareth I beheld a virgin, and
she was exceeding fair and white.

And it came to pass that I saw the Heavens open; and an
angel came down and stood before me; and he saith unto me,
Nephi, what beholdest thou? And I saith unto him, a virgin,

most beautiful and fair above all other virgins, And he saith
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unio me, Knowest thou the condescention of God? And Isaid
unto him, I know that he loveth his children; nevertheless, I
do not know the meaning of all things, And he said unto me,
Behold, the virgin which thou seest, 1s the mother of God, after
the manner of the flesh. .

And it camie to pass that { beheld that she was carried away
in the spirit; and after that she had been carried away in the
spirit for the space of a time, the angel spake unto me, saying,
look ! And Ilooked and beheld the virgin again, bearing a chid
in her arms. And the angel said unto me, behold the Lamb
of God, yea, even the Eternal Father! Knowest thou the meau-
ing of the tree which thy father saw? And I answered him,
saying: Yea, itis theloveof God, which sheddeth itself abroad
in the hearts of the children of men; wherefore, it is the most
desirable above all things. And he spake unto me, saying,
Yea, and the most joyous to the soul. And after that he had
said these words, he said unio me, look! And Ilooked, and I
beheld the Son of God going forth among the children of men ;
and I saw many fall down at his feet and worship him.

And it came to pass that 1 beheld that the rod of iron which
my father had seen, was the word of God, which led to the
fountain of living waters, or to the tree of life; which waters
are a representation of the love of God; and I also beheld that
the tree of life was a representation of the love of God. And
the angel said unto me again, Look and behold the condescen-
tion of God! And I looked and beheld the Redeemer of the
world, of which my father had spoken; and I also beheld the
prophet, which should prepare the way before him. And the
Lamb of God went forth, and was baptised of him; and after
that he was baptised, I beheld the Heavens open, and the Holy
Ghost come down out of Heaven and abode upon him in the
form of a dove. And I beheld that he went forth ministering
unte the people, in power and great glory; and the multitudes
were gathered together to hear him; and 1 beheld that they
cast him out from among them. And I also beheld twelve
others following him.

And it came to pass that they were carried away in the
spirit, from before my face, that I saw themnot.  And it came
to pass that the angel spake unto me again, saying, Jook! And
I looked, and I beheld the Heavens open again, and I saw an-
gels descending upon the children of men; and they did minis-
ter unto them. And he spake unto me again, saying, look!
And Ilooked. and I beheld the Lamb of God going forth among
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the children of men. And I'beheld multitudes of people which
were sick, and which were afflicted of all manner of diseases,
and with devils, and unclean spirits; and the angelspake, and
shewed all these things unto me. And they were healed by
the power of the Lamb of God; and the devils and the un-
<lean spirits were cast out.

And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me again,
saying, look! And I'looked and beheld the Lamb of God, that
he was taken by the people; yea, the Everlasting God, was
Judged of the world ; and I saw and bear record. And I, Ne-
phi, saw that he was lifted up upon the cross, and slain for
the sins of the world. And after that he was slain, I saw the
multitudes of the earth, that they were gathered together to
fight against the apostles of the Lamb ; for thus were the
twelve called by the angel of the Lord. And the multitude of
the earth was gathered together; and Ibeheld that they were
in a Jarge and' spacious building, like unto the building which
my father saw. And the angel of the Lord spake unto me
again, saying, Behold the world and the wisdom thereof ; yea,
behold, the House of Israel hath gathered together, to fight
against the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

And it came to pass that 1 saw and bear record, that the
great and spacious building was the pride of the world; and
it fell ; and the fall thereof was exceeding great. And the
angel of the Lord spake unto me again, saying: Thus shall be
the destruction of all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people,
that shall fight against the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

And it came to pass that the angel said unto me, Look, and
behold thy seed, and also the seed of thy brethren! And I
looked and beheld the land of promise; and I beheld multi-
tudes of people, yea, even as it were in number, as many as
the sand of the sea.

And it came to pass that I beheld multitudes gathered toge-
ther, to battle one against the other; and I beheld wars, and ru-
mors of wars, and great slaughters with the sword among my
people.

And it came to pass that I beheld many generations pass
away, after the manner of wars and contentions in the land;
‘Zlﬁld I beheld many cities, yea, even that I did not number

em.

And it came to pass that I saw a mist of darkness on the
face of the land of promise; and I saw lightnings, and I heard

thunderings, and earthquakes, and all manner of tumultuous
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rolses; and I saw the earth and the rocks, that they rent;
and I saw mountains tumbling into pieces; and I saw the plains
of the earth, that they were broken up; and Isaw many cities,
that they were sunk ; and I saw many, that they were burned
with fire ; and Isaw many, that they did tumble to the earth,
because of the quaking thereof.

And it came to pass that after I saw these things, 1 saw the
vapor of darkness, that it passed from off the face of the earth ;
and behold, I saw multitudes which had fallen, because of the
great and terrible judgments of the Lord. And I saw the
Heavens open, and the Lamb of God descending out of Heay-
en; and he came down and shewed himself unto them. And
1 also saw and bear record, that the Holy Ghost fell upon twelve
others; and they were ordained of God, and chosen.

And the angel spake unto me, saying: Behold the twelve
disciples of the Lamb, which are chosen to minister unto thy
seed. And he saith unto me, Thou remembereth the twelve
-apostles of the Lamb? Behold, they are they which shall judge
the twelve tribes of Israel ; wherefore, the iwelve ministers of
thy seed, shall be judged of them; for ye are of the house of
Israel ; and these twelve ministers which thou beholdest, shall
%Jdge thy seed. And behold, they are righteous forever; for

ecause of their faith in the Lamb of God, their garments are
made white in his blood.

And the angel saith unto me, look! And Ilooked and beheld
three generations did pass away in righteousness ; and their
garments were white, even like unto the Lamb of God. And
the angel said unto me, These are made white in the blood of
the Lamb, because of their faith in him. And I, Nephi, also
saw many of the fourth generation, which did pass away in
righteousness,

And it came to pass that Isaw the multitudes of the earth
gathered together. And the angel said unto me, Behold thy
seed, and also theseed of thy brethren! And it came to pass
that Ilooked, and beheld the people of my seed gathered to-
gether in multitudes against the seed of my brethren ; and they
were gathered together to battle.

And the angel spake unto me, saying: Behold the fountain
of filthy water which thy father saw ; yea, eveu the river of
which he spake; and the depths thereof, are the depths of
hell; and the mists of darkness, are the temptations of the
devil, which blindeth the eyes, and hardeneth the hearts of the
children of men, and leadeth them away into broad roads, that
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they may perish, and are lost; and the large and spacious
building which thy father saw, is vain imaginations, and the
pride of the children of men. And a great and a terrible gulf
divideth them; yea, even the word of the justice of the Eter-
nal God, and Jesus Christ, which is the Lamb of God, of
whom the Holy Ghost beareth record, from the beginning of
the world until this time, and from this time henceforth and
forever. And while the apgel spoke these words, I beheld and
saw that the seed of my brethren did contend against my seed,
according to the word of the angel; and because of the pride
of my seed, and the temptations of the devil, I beheld that the
seed of my brethren did overpower the people of my seed.

And it came to pass that I beheld and saw the people of the
seed of my brethren, that they had overcome my seed; and
they went forth in multitudes upon the face of the land.. And
1saw them gathered together in multitudes; and I saw wars,
and rumors of wars smong them ; and in wars, and rumors of
wars, | saw many gencrations pass away.  And the ange! said
unto me, behold, these shall dwindle in unbelief.

And it came to pass that I beheld that after they had dwin-
dled in unbelief, they became a dark, and loathsome, and a
filthy people, full of idleness and all manner of abominations.

And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me saying,
Jook! And I looked and beheld many nations and kingdoms.
And the angel saith unio me, what beholdest thou? And Isaid
I behold many nations and kingdoms. And he saith unto me,
these are the nations and kingdoms of the Gentiles.

And it came to pass that I saw among the nations of the
Gentiles, the foundation of a great church. And the angel
said unto me, Behold the foundation of a church, which is
most abominable above all other churches, which slayeth the
Saints of God, yea, and tortureth theis and bindeth them down,
and yoketh them with a yoke of iron, and bringeth them down
nto captivity.

And it came to pass that I beheld this great and abominable
church; and I saw the devi], that he was the founder of it.
And I also saw gold, and silver, and silks, and scarlets, and
fine twined linen, and all manner of precious clothing; and
I saw many harlots. And the ange! spake unto me, saying:
Behold the gold, and the silver, and the silks, and the scarlets,
and the fine twined linen, and the precious clothing, and the
harlots, are the desires of this great and abominable church :
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and also for the praise of the world, do they destroy the Saints
of God, and bring them down into captivity.

And it came to pass that I looked and beheld many waters ;
and they divided the Gentiles from the seed of my brethren.
And it came to pass that the ange! said unto me, Behold, the
wrath of God is upon the seed of thy brethren! And Ilooked
and beheld a man among the Gentiles, which was separated
from the seed of my brethren by the many waters; and I be-
held the spirit of God, that it came down and wrought upon the
man; and he went forth upon the many waters, even unto the
.seed of my brethren, which were in the promised land.

And it came to pass that I beheld the spirit of God, that it
wrought upon other Gentiles; and they went forth out of cap-
tivity, upon the many waters.

And it came to pass that I beheld many multitudes of the
Gentiles, upon the land of promise; and 1 beheld the wrath of
God, that it was upon the seed of my brethren; and they were
scattered before the Gentiles, and they were smitten, And I
beheld the spirit of the Lord, that it was upon the Gentiles;
that they did prosper, and obtain the land of their inheritance ;
and I beheld that they were white, and exceeding fair and
beautiful, like unto my people, before that they were slain.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld that the Gentiles
which had gone forth out of captivity, did humble themselves
before the Lord; and the power of the Lord was with them;
and I beheld that their mother Gentiles was gathered together
upon the waters, and upon the land also, to battle against them;
and I beheld that the power of God was with them; and also,
that the wrath of God was upon them, that were gathered to-
gether against them to battle. And I, Nephi, beheld that the
Gentiles which had gone out of captivity, were delivered by
the power of God, out of the hands of all other nations.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld that they did pros-
per in the land ; and Ibeheld a Book ; and it was carried forth
among them. And the angel soith unto me, Knowest thou the.
meaning of the Bock ? And i saith unto him, I know not. And
he saith, Behold, it proceedeth out of the mouth of a Jew,
and I, Nephi, beheld it; and he saith unto me, The Book which
thou beholdest, is a record of the Jews, which contains the
covenants of the Lord which he hath made unto the House of
Israel; and it also containeth many of the prophecies of the
Holy Prophets; and it is a record like unto the engravings
which are upon the platesof brass, save there are not so many;
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mevertheless, they contain the covenants of the Lord, which
fie hath made unto the House of ksrael; wherefore, they are
of great worth unto the Gentiles.

And the angel of the Lord said anto me, Thou hast beheld
that the Book proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew; and
when it proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew, it contained
the plamness of the Gospel of the Lord, of whom the twelve
apostles bear record ; and they bear record according to the
truth which is in the Lamb of God; wherefore, these things go
forth from the Jews in purity, unto the Gentiles, according to
the truth which is in (fod; and after that they go forth by the
hand of the twelve apostles of the,Lamb, from the Jews unto
the Gentiles ; behold, after this, thou seest the foundation of
a great and abominable church, which is the most abominable
above all other churches; for behold, they have taken away
from the Gospel of the Lamb, many parts which are plain and
most precious ; and also, many Covenants of the Lord have
they taken away; and all this have they done, that they might
pervert the right ways of the Lord ; that they might blind the
eyes and harden the hearts of the children of men ; wherefore,
thou seest that after the Book hath gone forth through the
hands of the great and abominable church, that there are many
plain and precious things taken away from the Book, which is
the Book of the Lamb of God; and after that these plain and
precious things were taken away, it goeth forth unto all the
pations of the Gentiles; and after it goeth forth unto all the na-
tions of the Gentiles, yea, even across the many waters which
thou hast seen with the Gentiles which have gone forth out of
captivity ; and thou seest because of the many plain and pre-
gious things which have been taken out of the Book, which
were plain unto the understanding of the children of men, ac-
cording to the plainness which is in the Lamb of God; and
because of these things which are taken away out of the Gos-
pel of the Lamb, an exceeding great many do stumble, vea,
isomuch that Satan hath great powerover them ; nevertheless
thou beholdest that the Gentiles which have gone forth out of
captivity, and have been lifted up by the power of God above
all other nations upon the face of the land, which is choice
above all other lands, which is the land which the Lord God
hath covenanted with thy father, that his seed should have, for
the land of their inheritance; wherefore, thou seest that the.
Lord God will not suffer that the Gentiles will utterly destroy
the mixiure of thy seed, which is among thy brethren; neither

www.LatterDayTruth.org



FIRST BOOK OF NEPHI. 31

will he suffer that the Gentiles shall destroy the seed of thy
brethren ; neither will the Lord God suffer that the Gentiles
shall forever remain in that state of awful woundedness which
‘thou beholdest that they are in, because of the plain and most
precious parts of the Gospel of the Lamb which hath been
kept back by that abominable church, whose formation thow
hast seen ; wherefore, saith the Lamb of God, I will be mer-
ciful unto the Gentiles, unto the visiting of the remnant of ‘the
House of Israel in great judgment.

And it came 1o pass that the angel of the Lord spake unto
me, saying : Behold, saith the Lamb of God, after that I have
visited the remnant of the House of Israel, and this remnant of
which I speak, is the seed of thy father ; wherefore, after that
T have visited them in judgment, and smitten them by the hand
of the Gentiles; and after that the Gentiles do stumble ex-
ceedingly, because of the most plain and precious parts of the
Gospel of the Lamb which hath been kept back, by that abom-
inable church, which is the mother of harlots, saith the Lamb ;
wherefore, I will be merciful unto the Gentiles in that day,
saith the Lamb, insomuch that T will bring forth unto them in
mine own power, much of my Gospel, which shall be plain and
precious, saith the Lamb ; for behold, saith the Lamb, I will
manifest myself unto thy seed, that they shall write many things
which I shall minister unto them, which shall be plain and pre-
cious; and after that thy seed shall be destroyed and dwin-
dle in unbelief, and also, the seed of thy brethren; behold,
these things shall be hid up, to come forth unto the Gentiles,
by the gift and power of the Lamb; and in them shall be:
written my Gospel, saith the Lamb, and my rock and my sal-
vation; and blessed are they which shall seek to bring forth
my Zion at that day, for they shall have the gift and the pow-
er of the Holy Ghost; and if they endure unto the end, they
shall be lifted up at the last day, and shall be saved in the
Everlasting Kingdom of the Lamb; yea, whoso shall publish
peace, that shall publish tidings of great joy, how beautiful up-
on the mountains shall they be.

And it came to pass that I beheld the remnant of the seed of
my brethren, and also the book of the Lamb of God, which
had proceeded forth from the mouth of the Jew ; and I beheld
that 1t came forth from the Gentiles, unto the remnant of the
seed of my brethren; and after it had come forth unto them,
I*beheld other Books, which came forth by the power of the
Lamb, from the Gentiles, unto them, unto the convincing of the
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Gentiles, and the remnant of the seed of my brethren, and al-
s0 to the Jews, which were scattered upon all the face of the
earth, that the records of the prophets and of the twelve apos-
tles of the Lamb, are true.

And the angel spake unto me, saying: These last records
Which thou hast seen among the Gentiles, shall establish the
truth of the first, which is of the twelve apostles of the Lamb,
ald shall make known the plain and precious things which
have been taken away from them; and shall make known to
all kindreds, tongues, and people, that the Lamb of God is the
Eternal Father and the Saviour of the world ; and that-all men
must come unto Him, or they cannot be saved ; and they must
come according to the words which shall be established by the
mouth of the Lamb; and the words of the Lamb shall be made
known in the records of thy seed, as well as in the records of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb; wherefore, they shall be es-
tablished in one, for there is one God and one Shepherd over
all the earth; and the time cometh that he shall manifest him-
self unto all nations, both unto the Jews, and also unto the
Gentiles; and after that he hath manifested himself unto the
Jews, and also unto the Gentiles, then he shall manifest him-
self unto the Gentiles, and dlso unto the Jews, and the last
shall be first, and the first shall be last.

And it shall come to pass, thatif the Gentiles shall hearken
unto the Lamb of God in that day that he shall manifest him-
self unto them in word, and also i1 power, in very deed, unto
the taking away of their stumbling blocks, if it so be that they
harden not their hearts against the Lamb andif it so be that
they harden not their hearts against the Lamb of God, they
shall be numbered among the seed of thy father; yea, they
shall be numbered among the House of Israel; and they shall
be a blest people upon the promised land forever; they shall
be no more brought down into captivity; and the House of
Israel shall ne more be confounded; and that great pit which
hath been digged for them, by that great and abominable
church, which was founded by the Devil and his children,
that he might lead away the souls of men down to Hell; yes,
that great pit which hath been digged for the destruction of
men, shall be filled by those who digged it, unto their utter
destruction, saith the Lamb of God; not the destruction of”
the soul, save it be the casting of it into that Hell which hath
00 end; for behold, this is according to the captivity of the
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Devil, and also according to the justice of God, upon all those
who will work wickedness and abomination before him.

And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me, Nephi,
saying: Thou hast beheld that if the Gentiles repent, it shall
be well with them; and thou also knowest concerning the
covenants of the Lord unto the House of Israel ; and thou al-
=0 hast heard, that whoso repenteth not, must perish; there-
fore, wo be unto the Gentiles, if it so be that they harden their
hearts against the Lamb of God: for the time cometh, saith
the Lamb of God, that T will work a great and a marvellous
work among the children of men; a work which shall be ev-
crlasting, erther on the one hand or on the other; either to
the convincing of them unto peace and life eternal, or unto the
deliverance of them to the hardness of their hearts and the
blindness of their minds, unto their being brought down inte
captivity, and also unto destruction, both temporally and spi-
ritually, according to the captivity of the Devil, of which I
have spoken.

And it came to pass that when the angel had spoken these
words, he saith unto me, Remember thou the covenants of the
Father unto the House of Israel? I saith unto him, yea. And
it came to pass that he <caith unto me, Look, and behold
1hat great and abominable church, which is the mother of abo-
minations, whose foundation is the Devil. And he saith unto
-me, Behold, there is, save it be, two churches: the one isthe
church of the Lamb of God, and the other is the church of
the Devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of
the Lamb of God, belongeth to that great church, which is the
another of abominations ; and she is the whore of all the earth.

And it came to pass that | looked and beheld the whore of
all the earth, and she sat upon many waters; and she had do-
qninion over all the earth, among all nations, kindreds, tongues,
and people.

And it came to pass that I beheld the church of the Lamb
of God, and its numbers were few, because of the wickedness
and abominations of the whore which sat upon many waters ;
mevertheless, I beheld that the church of the Lamb, which
were the Saints of God, were also upon all the face of the
¢arth; and their dominion upon the face of the earth was
asmall, because of the wickedness of the great whore which
d saw.

And it came to pass that I heheld that the great mother of
gbominations did gather together multitudes upon the face at”

3
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the earth, among all the nations of the Gentiles, to fight against
the Lamb of God.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the
Lamb of Ged, that it descended upon the saints of the church
of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord,
which were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and
they were armed with righteousness and with the power of
God in great glory.

And 1t came to pass that I'beheld that the wrath of God was’
poured out upon the great and abominable church, insomuch
that there were wars and rumors of wars among all the nations
and kindreds of the earth; and as there began to be wars and
rumors of wars among all the nations which belonged to the:
mother of abominations, the ange] spake unto me, saying: Be-
hold, the wrath of God is upon the mother of harlots; and,
behold, thou seest all these things! And whenthe day cometh
that the wrath of God is pomed out upon the mother of har-
lots, which is the great and abominable church of all the earth,
whose founder is the Devil, then, at that day, the work of the
Father shall commence, in preparing the way for the fulfilling
of his covenants, which he hath made to his people, which are
of the House of Israel.

And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me, saying.
Look! And I looked and beheld a man, and he was dressed
in a white robe; and the angel said unto me, Behold one ol
the twelve Apostles of the Lamb! Behold, he shall see and
write the remainder of these things; yea, and also many things
which have been; and he shall also write concerning the end
of the world ; wherefore, the things which he shall write, are
just and true; and, behold, they are written in the book which
thou beheld proceedmfr out of the mouth of the Jew; and at
the time they proceeded out of the mouth of the Jew, or, at
the time the book proceeded out of the mouth of the Jew, 'the
things which were written, were plain and pure, and most
precious, and easy to the understanding of all men. And, be-
hold, the things which this Apostle of the Lamb shall write,
are many things which thou hast seen; and, behold, the re-
mainder shalt thou see; but the things which thou shalt see
hereafter, thou shalt not write; for the Lord God hath ordain-
ad the Apostle of the Lamb of God, that he should write them.
And also, others which have been to them, hath he shown all
things, and they have written them; and they are sealed up,
1o come forth in their purity, accordmg to the truth which i#
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in the Lamb, in the own due time of the Lord, unto the Houss
of Israel.

And 1, Nephi, heard and bear record, that the name of the
Apostle of the Lamb was John, according to the word of the
angel.  And, behold, I, Nephi, am forbidden that I should
write the remainder of the things which I saw and heard ;
wherefore, the things which I have written, sufficeth me ; and
I have not written but a small part of the things which I saw.
And I bear record, that I saw the things which my father saw,
and the angel of the Lord did make them known unto me.—
And now I make an end of speaking concerning the things
which I saw, while I was carried away in the spirit ; and if all
the things which 1 saw are not written, the things which I
bave written, are true. And thusitis. Amen.

e —
CHAPTER IV.

Anp it came to pass that after I, Nephi, had been carried
away in the spirit, end seen all these things, 1 returned to the
tent of my father. And it came to pass that { beheld my breth-
ren, and they were disputing one with another, concerning the
things which my father had spoken unto them; for he truly
spake many great things unto them, which was hard to be un-
derstood, save a man should inquire of the Lord; and they
being hard in their hearts, therefore they did not look unto the
Lord as they had ought. And now I, Nephi, was grieved be-
cause of the hardness of their hearts, and also, because of the
things which I had seen, and knew they must unavoidably
come to pass, because of the great wickedness of the children
of men.

And it came to pass that | was overcome because of my af-
flictions, for 1 considered that mine aillictions were great above
all, because of the destructions of my people; for Ihad beheld
their fall.

And it came to pass that after I had received strength, 1
spake unto my brethren, desiring to know of them the causc
of their disputations. And they said, Behold, we cannot un-
derstand the words which our father hath spoken concerning
the natural branches of the olive tree, and also, concerning the
Gentiles. And Isaid unto them, Have ye inquired of the Lord?
And they said unto me, we have not; for the Lord maketh no
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such thing known unto us. Behold, I said unto them, How ia
it that ye do not keep the commandments of the Lord? How
is it that ye will perish, because of the hardness of your hearts?
Do ye not remember the things which the Lord hath said : If
ye will not harden your hearts; and ask me in faith, believing
that ye shall receive, with diligence in keeping my command-
ments, surely, these things shall be made known unte you?
Behold, I say unto you, that the House of Israel was com-
pared unto an olive tree, by the spirit of the Lord which was
in our fathers; and, bebold, are we not broken off from the
House ‘of Israel; and are we not a branch of the House of Is-
rael? And now, the thing which our father meaneth concer-
ning the grafting in of the natural branches through the fulness
of the Gentiles, is, that in the latter days, when our seed shall
have dwindled. in unbelief, yea, for the space of many years
and many generations, after that the Messiah hath manifested
himself in body unto the children of men, then shall the fulness
of the Gospel of the Messiah come unto the Gentiles, and from
the Gentiles unto the remnant of our seed; and at that day,
shall the remnant of our seed know that they are of the House
of Israel, and that they are the covenant people of the Lord;
and then shall they know and come to the knowledge of their
forefathers, and also to the knowledge of the Gospel of their
Redeemer, which was ministered unto their fathers by him;
wherefore, they shall come to the knowledge of their Redee-
mer, and the very points of his doctrine, that they may know
how to come unto him and be saved. And then at that day,
will they not rejoice and give praise unto their everlasting God,
their rock and their salvation? Yea, at that day, will they not
receive the strength and nourishment from the true vine? Yea,
will they not come unto the true fold of God? Behold, I say
unto you, Yea; they shall be remembered again among the
House of lIsrael; they shall be grafted in, being a natural
branch of the olive tree, into the true olive tree; and this 1s
what our father meaneth ; and he meaneth that it will not come
to pass, until after that they are scattered by the Gentiles;
and he meaneth that it shall come by way of the Gentiles, that
the Lord may shew his power unto the Gentiles, for the very
cause that he shall be rejected of the Jews, or of the House
of Israel; wherefore, our father hath not spoken of our seed
alone, but also of all the House of Israel, pointing to the cove-
mant which should be fulfilled in the latter days; which cove-
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want the Lord made to our father Abraham, saying: In thy
seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, spake much unto them
concerning these things; yea, I spake unto them concerning
the restoration of the Jews, in the latter days; and 1 did re-
hearse unto them the words of Isaiah, which spake concerning
the restoration of the Jews, or of the House of Israel; and
after that they were restored, they should no more be con-
founded, neither should they be scattered agamn.  And it came
to pass that I did speak many words unto my brethren, that
they were pacified, and did humble themselves before the
Lord.

And it came to pass that they did speak unto me again,
saying: What meaneth the thing which our father saw in a
dream? What meaneth the tree which he saw? And I said
unto them, it was a representation of the tree of life. And
they said unto me, What meaneth the rod of iron which our
father saw, that led to the tree? And I said unto them, that it
was the word of God; and whoso would hearken unto the
word of God, and would hold fast unto it, they would never
perish ; neither could the temptations and the firy darts of the
adversary, overpower them unto blindness, to lead them away
to destruction. Wherefore, I, Nephi, did exhort them to give
heed unto the word of the Lord; yea, 1 did exhort them with
all the energies of my soul, and with all the faculty which I
possessed, that they would give heed to the word of God, and
remember to keep his commandments always, in all things.—
And they said unto me, What meaneth the river of water which
our father saw? And I said unto them, that the water which
my father saw, was filthiness; and so much was his mind
swallowed up in other things, that he beheld not the filthiness
of the water; and I said unto them, that it was an awful gulf,
which separateth the wicked from the tree of life, and also
from the Saints of God; and I said unto them, that it was a
representation of that awful Hell, which the angel said unte
me was prepared for the wicked. And I said unto them, that
our father also saw, that the justice of God did also divide the
wicked from the righteous ; and the brightness thereof was like:
unto the brightness of a flaming fire, which ascendeth up unto-
God forever and ever, and hath no end.

And they said unto me, Doth this thing mean the torment of
the body in the days of probation, or doth it mean the final
state of the soul after the death of the temporal bodDy? or doth
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it speak of the things which are temporal? Andit came to pass
that I said unto them, Thatit was a representation of things
both temporal and spiritual; for the day should come that they
must be judged of their works, yea, even the works which were
done by the temporal body in their days of probation; where-
fore, if they should die in their wickedness, they must be cast
off; also as to the things which are spiritual, which are per-
taining to righteousness; wherefore, they must be brought to
stand before God, to be judged of their works; and if their
works have been filthiness, they must needs be filthy; and if
they be filthy, it must needs be that they cannot dwell in the
kingdom of Ged ; if so, The kingdom of God must be filthy
also. But, behold, Isay unto you, The kingdom of Godis not
filthy, and there cannot any unclean thing enter into the king-
dom of God ; wherefore, there must needs be a place of filthi-
ness prepared for that which is filthy. And there is a place
prepared, yea, even that awful Hell of which I have spoken,
and the Devil is the preparator of it; wherefore, the final state
of the souls of men is to dwell in the kingdom of God, or to be
cast out because of that justice of which I have spoken;
wherefore, the wicked are rejected from the righteous, and al-
50 from that tree of life, whose {ruit is most precious and most
desirable above all other fruits; yea, and it is the greatest of
%ﬂ the gifts of God. And thus I spake unto my brethren,—
men.

———
CHAPTER V.

Axp now it came io pass that after I, Nephi, haa made #n
end of speaking to my brethren, behold, they said unto me,
Thou hast declared unto us hard things, more than that which
we are able to bear.

And it came to pass that I said unto them, That I knew that
I had spoken hard things against the wicked, according-to the
truth; and the righteous have I justified, and testified that
they should be lifted up at the last day; wherefore, the guilty
taketh the truth to be hard, for it cutteth them to the very
centre. And now, my brethren, if ye were righteous, and were
willing to hearken to the truth, and give heed unto it, that ye
might watk uprightly before God, then ye would not murmur
because of the truth, and say thou speakest hard things against
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us. And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did exhort my breth="
ren, with all diligence, to keep the commandments of the Lord.
And it came to pass that they did humble .themselves before.
the Lord; insomuch, that I had joy and great hopes of them,
that they would walk in the paths of righteousness. Now, all
these things were said and done, as my father dwelt in atentin
the valley which he called Lemuel.

And it came to pass- that I, Nephi, took one of the daugh-
ters of Ishmael to wife; and also, my brethren took of the
daughters of Ishmael to wife; and also, Zoram took the eldest
daghter of Ishmael to wife. And thus my father had fulfilled
all the commandments of the Lord, which had been given un-
to him. And also, I, Nephi, had been blessed of the Lord,
exceedingly.

And it came to pass that the voice of the Lord spake unto
‘my father, by night, and commanded him, that on the morrow,
" he should take his journey into the wilderness.  And it came
to pass that as my father arose in the morning, and went forth
to the tent door, to his great astonishment, he beheld up-
on the ground a round ball, of curious workmanship; and it
was of fine brass. And within the ball were two spindles;
and the one pointed the way whither we should go into the
wilderness. : ‘

And it came to pass that we did gather together whatsoever
things we should carry into the wilderness, and all the remain-
der of our provisions which the Lord had given unto us; and
we did take seed of every kind, that we might carry into the
wilderness.

And it came to pass that we did take our tents, and depart
into the wilderness, across the river Laman. And it came
to pass that we travelled for the space of four days, nearly g
south, southeast direction, and we did pitch our tents again;
and we did call the name of the place Shazer. '

And it came to pass that we did take our bows and our ar-
rows, and go forth into the wilderness, to slay food for our
families; and after that we had slain food for our families, we
did return again to our families in the wilderness, to the place
of Shazer. And we did go forth again, in the wilderness, fol-
lowing the same direction, keeping in the most fertile parts of
the wilderness, which was in the borders near the Red Sea.
And it came to pass that we did travel for the space of many
days, slaying food by the way, with our bows and our arrows,,
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tions of the ball, which led us in the more. fertile paris of the
wilderness. And after that we had. travelled for the space of’
many days, we did pitch our tents for the space of atime, that
we might again rest ourselves and obtain food for our families.

And it came to pass that as I, Nephi, went forth to slay food,
behold, I did break my bow, which was made of fine steel ;
and after that I did break my bow, behold, my brethren were
-angry with me, because of the loss of my bow, for we did ob-
tain no food. And it came to pass that we did return without
food to our families. And being much fatigued, because of
their journeying, they did suffer much for the want of food.

And it came to pass that Laman and Lemuel, and the sons
of Ishmael, did begin to murmur exceedingly, because of their
sufferings and afflictions in the wilderness ; and also, my father
began to murmur against the Lord his God ; yea, and they were
all exceeding sorrowful, even that they did murmur against
the Lord.

Now it came to pass that I, Nephi, having been afflicted
with my brethren, because of the loss of my bow ; and their
bows having lost their springs, it began to be exceeding diffi-
wult, yea, insomuch, that we could obtain no food. And it
-came to pass that I, Nephi, did speak much unto my brethren,
because that they had hardened their hearts again, even unto
-eomplaining against the Lord their God.

And it came o pass that I, Nephi, did make out of wood a
how, and out of «a straight stick, an arrow ; wherefore, 1 did
arm myself with a bow and an arrow, with a sling, and with,
stones. And I said unto my father, Whither shall 1 go; to ob~
tain food ? And it came to pass that he did inquire of the Lord,
for they had humbled themselves because of my word; for L
did say many things unto them in the energy of my soul.

And it came to pass that the voice of the Lord came unto
my father; and he was truly chastened because of his mur-
amuring against the Lord, insomuc, that he was brought down
into the depths of sorrow. And it came to pass that the voice
of the Lord said unto him, Look upon the ball, and behold the
things which are written! And it came to pass that when my
father beheld the things which were written upon the ball, he
did fear and tremble exceedingly ; and also my brethren, and
the sons of Ishmael, and our wives.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the pointers
which were in the ball, that they did work according to the
faith, and diligence, and heed, which we did give unte thems
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And there was also written upon them, a new writing, which
was plain to be read, which did give us understanding con-
cerning the ways of the Lord ; and it was written and changed
from time to time, according to the faith and diligence which
wegave unto it: And thus we see, that by small means, the
Lord can bring about great things. '

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did go forth up into the
top of the mountain, according to the directions which were
given upon the ball.  And it came to pass that I did slay wild
beasts, insomuch, that I did obtain food for our families.—
And it came to pass that I did return to our tents, bearing the
beasts which T had slain; and now, when they beheld that I
had obtained food, how great was their joy. And it came to
pass that they did humble themselves before the Lord, and did
give thanks unto him.

And it came to pass that we did again take our journey,
travelling nearly the same course asin the beginning; and
after that we had travelled for the space of many days, we did
pitch our tents again, that we might tarry for the space of a
time.

And it came to pass that Ishmael died, and was buried in
the place which was called Nahom. And it came to pass that
the daughters of Ishmael did mourn exceedingly, because of
the loss of their father, and because of their afflictions in the
wilderness ; and they did murmur against my father, because
that he had brought them out of the land of Jerusalem, saying:
Our father is dead ; yea, and we have wandered much in the
wilderness, and we have suffered much affliction, hunger,
thirst, and fatigue ; and after all these sufferings, we must pe-
tish in the wilderness with hunger. And thus they did mur-
mur against my father, and also against me; and they were
desirous to return again to Jerusalem. And Laman saith unto
Lemuel, and also unto the sons of Ishmael, Behold, let us slay
our father, and also our brother Nephi, who hath taken it upon.
him to be our ruler and our teacher, who are his elder breth-
ren. Now, he saith that the Lord hath talked with him, and
also, that angels hath ministered unto him! But behold, we
know thathe lieth unto us; and he telleth us these things, and
he worketh many things by his cunning arts, that he may de-
ceive our eyes, thinking, perhaps, that he may lead us away
into some strange wilderness; and after that he hathled us
away, he hath thought to make himself a King and aruler over
g, that he may do with us according to his will and pleasure..
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And aflter this manner, did my brother Laman stir up their
hearts to anger.

And it came to pass that the Lord was with us; yea, even
the voice of the Lord came and did speak many words unto
them, and did chasten them exceedingly; and after that they
were chastened by the voice of the Lord, they did turn away
their anger, and did repent of their sins, insomuch, that the
Lord did bless us again with food, that we did not perish.

And it came to pass that we did again take our journey in
the wilderness; and we did travel nearly eastward, from that
time forth. And we did travel and wade through much afflic-
tion in the wilderness; and our women did bear children in the
wilderness. And so great were the blessings of the Lord upon
us, that while we did live upon raw meat in the wilderness,
our women did give plenty of suck for their children, and were
strong, yea, even like unto the men; and they began to bear
their journeyings without murmurings. And thus we see that
the commandments of God must be fulfilled. And if it so be
that the children of men keep the commandments of God, he
doth nourish them, and strengthen them, and provide means
whereby they can accomplish the thing which he hath com-
manded them; wherefore, he did provide means for us while
we did sojourn in the wilderness. And we did sojourn for the
space of many years, yea, even eight years in the wilderness.
And we did come to the land which we called Bountiful, be-
cause of its much fruit, and also, wild honey; and all these
things were prepared of the Lord, that we might not perish.—
And we beheld the Sea, which we called lrreantum, which be-
ing interpreted, is, many waters.

And it came to pass that we did pitch our tents by the sea-
ghore; and notwithstanding we had suffered many affhctions,
and much difficulty, yea, even so much that we cannot write
them all, we were exceedingly rejoiced when we came to the
scashore ; and we called the place Bountiful, because of its
much fruit.

And it came to pass that after I, Nephi, had been in the land of
Bountiful for the space of many days, the voice of the Lord
came unto me, saying : Arise, and get thee into the mountain.
And it came to pass that I arose and went up into the moun-
tain, and cried unto the Lord.

And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto me, saying:
Thou shalt construct a ship, after the manner which I shall
shew thee, that 1 may carry thy people across these waters.
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And 1 saith, Lord, whither shall I go, that T may find ore to
molten, that | may make tools to construct the =hip, after the
manner which thou hast shewn unto me? And it came to pass
that the Lord told me whither 1 should go to find ore, that ¥
might make tools,

And it cameto pass that I Nephi, did make bellowses where-
with to blow the fire, of the skins of beasts; and after that I
had made bellowses, that I might have wherewith to blow the
fire, 1 did smite two stones together, that I might make fire, for
tlie Lord had not hitherto suffered that we should make much
fire, as we journeyed in the wilderness; for he saith, I will
make that thy food shall become sweet, that ye cook it not;
and 1 will also be your lightin the wilderness ; and I will prepare
the way before you, ifit so be that ye shall keep my command-
ments ; wherefore, inasmuch as ye shall keep my command-
ments, ye shall be led towards the promised land ; and ye shall
know thatit is by me that yeare led. Yea, and the Lord said
also, that after ye have arrived to the promised land, ye shall
know that I, the Lord, am God; and that I, the Lord, did de-
Liver you from destruction ; yea, that I did bring you out of the
fand of Jerusalem; wherefore, I, Nephi, did strive to keep
the commandments of the Lord, and I did exhort my brethren
to faithfulness and diligence.

And it came to pass that I did make tools of the ore which I
did molten out of the rock. And when my brethren saw that
I was about to build a ship, they began to murmur against me,
gaying: Our brother is a fool, for he thinketh that he can build
a ship; yea, and he also thinketh that he can cross these great
waters. And thus my brethren did complain against me, and
were desirous that they might not labor, for they did not believe
that I -could build a ship; neither would they believe that I
was instructed of the Lord.

And now it came to pass that I, Nephi, was exceeding sor-
rowful, because of the hardness of their hearts ; and powwhen
they saw that I began to be sorrowful, they were glad in their
hearts, insomuch, that they did rejoice over me, saying: We
knew that ye could not construct a ship, for we knew that ye
were lacking in judgment; wherefore, thou canst not accom-
plish so great a work; and thou art like unto our father, led
away by the foolish imaginations of his heart; yea, he hath
led us out of the land of Jerusalem; and we have wandered
1n the wilderness for these many years; and our women have:
toiled, being big with child ; and they haye borne children in the
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wilderness, and suffered all things, save it were death; and it
would have been better that they had died, before they came
out of Jerusalem, than to have suffered these afflictions. Be-
hold, these many years we have suffered in the wilderness,
which time we might have enjoyed our possessions, and the
land of our inheritance ; yea, and we might have been happy ;
and we know that the people which were in the land of Jerusa-
lem,; were a righteous people; for they kept the statutes and the
judgments of the Lord, and all his commandments, according to
the law of Moses ; wherefore, we know that they are a righteous
people; and our father hath judged them, and hath led us away
because we would hearken unto his words; yea, and our
brother is like untoc him. And after this manner of language
did my brethren murmur and complain against us.

And it came to pass.that I, Nephi, spake unto them, saying:
Do ye believe that eur fathers, which were the children of Is-
rael, would have been led away out of the hands of the Egyp-
tians, if they had not hearkened unto the words of the Lord?
Yea, do ye suppose that they would have been led out of bon-
dage, if the Lord bad not commanded Moses that he should
lead them out of bondage? Now ye know that the children of
Israel were in bondage; and ye know that they were laden
with tasks, which were grievous to be borne ; wherefore, ye
know that it must needs be a good thing for them, that they
should be brought out of bondage. Now ye know that Moses
was commanded of the Lord to do that great work; and ye
know that by his word, the waters of the Red Sea were divi-
ded hither and thither, and they passed through on dry ground.
But ye know that the Egyptians were drowned in the Red Sea,
which were the armies of Pharaoh ; and ye also know that they
were fed with manna, in the wilderness; yea. and ye also
know that Moses, by his word, according to the power of God
which was in him, smote the rock, and there came forth wa-
ter, that the children of Israel might quench their thirst; and
notwithstanding they being led, the Lord their God, their Re-
deemer, going before them, leading them by day, and giving
light unto them by night, and doing ail things for them which
was expedient for man to receive, they hardened their hearts,
and blinded their minds, and reviled against Moses and against
the true and living God.

And it came to pass that according tc his word, he did des~
troy them ; and according to his word, he did lead them; and
aggording to his word, he did do all things for them; and
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there was not any thing done, save it were by his word. And
after they had crossed the river Jordan, he did make them
mighty, unto-the driving out the children of the land, yea, un-
io the scattering them to destruction. And now do ye sup-
pose that the children of this Jand, which were in the land of
promise, which were driven out by our fathers, do ye suppose
thut they were righteous? Behold, I say unto you, nay. Do
ve suppose that our fathers would have been tore choice than
they, if they had been rightecus? 1 say unto you, nay, behold,
tiie Lord esteemeth ull lesh in one: He that is righteous, is
favored of God. But, behold, this people had rejected every
word of God, and they were ripe in inyuity ; and the fulness
of the wrath of God was upon them; znd the Lord did curse
the land against them, and bless it unto our [athers; yea, he
did curse 1t against them unto their destruction; and he did
bless it unto our fathers, unto their obtaining power over it
Behold, the Lord hath created the earth, that it should he in-
habited ; and he hath created his childreny that they should
possess it.  And be raiseth up a righteous nation, and destroy-
¢th the nations of the wicked. And he leadeth away the
righteous into precious lands, and the wicked he destroyeth,
and curseth the land unto themn for their sakes. He ruleth
high in the Heavens, for it is his throne, and this earth is his
footstool. And.he loveth them which will have him to be
their God. Behold, heloved our fathers ; and he covenanted
with them, yea, even Abraham, lsaac, and Jacob; and he re-
membered the covenants which he had made ; wherefore, he
did bring them out of the land of Egypt, and he did straighten
them in the wilderness with his rod, for they hardened their
hearts, even as ye have; and the Lord straightened them, be-
cause of their iniquity. Hesent firy-flying serpents among them ;
and after they were bitten, he prepared a way, that they might
be healed ; and the labor which they had to perform, was to
fook ! andbecause of the simpleness of the way, or the easiness
of it, there were many which perished. And they did harden
their hearts from time to time, and they did revile against Moses,
and also against God ; nevertheless, ye know that they were
led forth by his matchless power, into the land of promise,—
And now, after all these things, the time has come that they
have become wicked, yea, nearly unto ripeness; and I know
not but they are at this day about to be destroyed, for I know
that the day must surely come, that they must be destroyed,
save a few only, which shall be led away into captivity;
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wherefore, the Lord commanded my father that he should de«
part into the wilderness ; and the Jews also sought to take-
away his life ; yea, and ye also have sought to take away his
life; wherefore, ye are murderers in your hearts, and ye are
like unto they: Ye are swift to do iniquity, but slow to re-
member the Lord your God. Ye have seen en angel, and he
spake unto you; yea; ye have heard his voice from time to
time ; and he hath spoken unto you in a still, small voice, but
ye were past feeling, that ye could not feel his words; where-
fore, he hath spoken unto you like unto the voice of thunder,
which did cause the earth to shake as if it were to divide asun-
der. And ye also know, that by the power of his Almighty
word, he can cause the earth that it shall pass away; yea, and
ye know that by his word, lie can cause that rough places be
made smooth, and smooth places shall be broken up. O,
then, why is it, that ye can be so hard in your hearts? Be-
hold, my soul is rent with anguish because of you, and my
heart is pained: I fear lest ye shall be cast off forever. Be-
hold, I am full of the spirit of God, insomuch as if my frame
had no strength.

And now it came to pass that when I had spoken these
words, they were angry with me, and were desirous to throw
me into the depths of the Sea; and as they came forth to lay
their hands upon me, I spake unto them, saying: In the name
of the Almighty God, I command you that ye touch me not,
for T am filled with the power of God, even unto the consu-
ming of my flesh ; and whoso shall lay their hands upon me,
shall wither even as a dried reed; and he shall be as nought
before the power of God, for God shall smite him.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, saith unto them, That
they should murmur no more against their father; neither
should they withhold their labor from me, for God had com-
manded me that I should build a ship. And I saith unto
them, If God had commanded me to do all things, I could do
it. If he should command me that 1 should say unto this wa-
ter, Be thou earth, it should be earth ; and if I should say it,
it would be done. And now, if the Lord hath such great
power, and hath wrought so many miracles among the chil-
dren of men, how is it that he cannot instruct me, that Ishould
build a ship?

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, said many things unto my
brethren, insomuch that they were confounded, and could not
contend against me; neither durst they lay their hands upon
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me, nor touch me with their fingers, even for the space of many
days. Now they durst not do this, lest they should wither be-
fore e, so powerful was the spirit of God; and thus it had
wrought upon them.

And it came to pass that the Lord said unto me, Stretch
forth thine hand again unto thy brethren, and they shall not
wither before thee, but 1 will shock them, saith the Lord ; and
this will I do, that they may know that I am the Lord their
God.

And it came to pass that I stretched forth my hand unto my
brethren, and they did not wither before me; but the Lord did
shake them, even according to the word which he had spoken.
And now, they said, We know of a surety, that the Lord 1s with
thee, for we know that it is the power of the Lord that hath
shaken us.  And they fell down before me, and were about to
worship me, but I would not suffer them, saying: I am thy
brother, yea, even thy younger brother; wherefore, worship
the Lord thy God, and honor thy fathet and thy mother, that
thy days may be long in the land which the Lord thy God
shall give thee.

And it came 1o pass that they did worship the Lord, and did
go forth with me; and we did work timbers of curious work-
mansliip. And the Lord did shew me from time to time, aften
what manner I should work the timbers of the ship. Now
I, Nephi, did not work the timbers after the manner which was
learned by men, neither did I build the ship after the manner of
men ; but 1did build it after the manner which the Lord had
shewn unto me; wherefore, it was not after the manner of
men.

And I, Nephi, did go into the mount oft, and I did pray oft
u};lto the Lord; wherefore, the Lord shewed unto me great
things.

Aud it came to pass that after I had finished the ship accor-
ding to the word of the Lord, my brethren beheld that it was
good, and that the workmanship thereof was exceeding fine;
wherefore, they did humble themselves again before the Lord.

And it came to pass that the voice of the Lord came unto
my father, that we should arise and go down into the ship.—
And it came to pass that on the morrow, after that we had
prepared all things, much fruits and ment from the wilder-
ness, and honey in abundance, and provisions, according to
that which the Lord had commanded us, we did go dewn into
the ship with all our loading and our seeds, and whatsoever
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thing we had brought with us, every one according to his age ;
wherefore, we did all go down into the ship, with our wives
and our children.

And now, my father had begat two sons, in the wilderness:
The eldest was called Jacob, and the younger, Joseph. And
‘it came to pass that after we had all gone down into the ship,
and had taken with us our provisions and things which had
been commanded us, we did put forth into the =ea, and were
driven forth before the wind, towards the pronnsed land ; and
after that we had been driven forih before the wind, for the
space of many days, behold, my brethren; and the sons of Ish-
mael, and also their wives, began to muke themsélves merry,
insomuch that they began to dance, and to sing, and to speak
with much rudeness, yea, even to that they did forget by what
power they had been brought thither; yea, they were Litted up
unto exceeding rudeness. And 1, Nephi, began to fear excee-
dingly, lest the Lord should be angry with us, and smite us,
because of our iniquity, that we should be swallowed up in
the depths of the Sea; wherefore, I, Nephi, hegan to speak
to them with much soberness; but, behold, they were angry
with me, saying: We will not that our younger brother shall
be a ruler over us.

And it came to pass that Laman and Lemuel did take me
and bind me with cords, and they did treat me with much
‘harshness ; nevertheless, the Lord did suffer it, that he might
shew forth his power, unto the fulfilling of his word which he
hath spoken, concerning the wicked.

And it came to pass that after they had bound ine, insomuch
that I could not move, the compass, which had been prepared
of the Lord, did cease to work; wherefore, they knew not
whither they should steer the ship, insomuch, that there arose
a great storm, yea, a great and terrible tempest ; and we were
driven back upon the waters for the space of three days; and
they began to be frightened exceedingly, lest they should be
drowned in the Sea ; nevertheless, they did loose me not.—
And on the fourth day which we had been driven back, the
tempest began to be exceeding sore.

And it came to pass that we were about to be swallowed up
in the depths of the Sea. And after that we had been driven
back upon the waters for the space of four days, my brethren
began to see that the judgment of God was upon them, and
that they must perish, save that they should repent of their
aniquities; wherefore they came unto me and loosed the bands
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which was upon my wrists, and behold, they had much swo-
len, exceedingly; and also, mine ancles were much sw ollen,
and great was the soreness thereof. Nevertheless, I did look
unto my God, and I did praise him all the day long; and 1 did
not murmur agamst the Lord, because of mine affictions.

Now, my father, Lehi, had ’said many things unto them, and
also unto the sons of Ishmael; but, behold, they did breathe
out much threatnings against any one that should speak for
me; and my parents being stricken in years, and having suf-
fered much grief because of their children, they were brought
down, yea, even upon their sick beds. Because of their gnief,
and much sorrow, and the iniquity of my brethren, they were
brought near even to be carried out of this time, to meet their
God ; yea, their gray hairs were about to be brought down to
le low in the dust; yea, even they were near to be east into
a watery grave. And Jacob and Joseph also, being young,
having need of much nourishment, were grieved because of the
afflictions of their mother; and also my wife, with her tears
and prayers, and also my children, did not soften the hearts of
my brethren, that they would loose me; and there was noth-
ing, save it were the power of God, which threatened them
with destruction, could soften their hearts; wherefore, when
they saw that they were about to be swallowed up in the depths
of the sea, they repented of the thing which they had done,
insomuch that they loosed me.

And it came to pass that after they had loosed me, behold, T
took the compass, and it did work whither I desired it. And
it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord; and after that I
had prayed, the winds did cease, and the storm did cease, and
there was a great calm.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did guide the ship, that
we sailed again towards the promised land. Andit came to
pass that after we had sailed for the space of many days, we
did arrive to the promised land ; and we went forth upon the
land, and did pitch our tents; and we did call it the promised land.

And it came to pass that we did begin to till the earth, and
we began to plant seeds; yea, we did put all our seeds into
the earth, which we had brought from the land of Jerusalem.
And it came to pass that they did grow exceedingly ; where-
fore, we were blessed in abundance.

And it came to pass that we did find upon the Land of Pro-
‘mise, as we journied in the wilderness, that there were beasts
%a the forests of every kind, both the cow, and the ox, and the
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ass, and the horse, and the goat, and the wild goat, and ali
manner of wild animals, which were for the use of men. And
we did find all manner of ore, both of gold, and of silver, and
of copper.

And it came to pass that the Lord commanded me, where-
fore 1did make plates of ore, that I might engraven upon them
the record of my people. And upon the plates which I made,
1 did engraven the record of my father, and also our journey-
ings in the wilderness, and the prophecies of my father ; and
also, many of mine own prophecies have 1 engraven upon
them. And I knew not at that time when I made them, that
1 should be commanded of the Lord to make these plates;
wherefore, the record of my father, and the gencalogy of his
fathers, and the more part of all our proceedings in the wilder-
ness, are engraven upon those plates of which 1 have spoken ;
wherefore, the things which transpired before that 1 made
these plates, are, of a truth, more particularly made mention
‘upon the first plates.

And after that 1 had mads these plates by way of com-
mandment, I, Nephj, received a commandment, that the minis-
try, and the prophecies, the more plain and precious parts ot
them, should be written upon these plates; and that the things
which were written, should be kept for the instruction of my
people, which should possess the land, and also for other
wise purposes, which purposes, are known unto the Lord;
wherefore, I, Nephi, did make a record upon the other plates;
which gives an account, or which gives a greater account, of
the wars, and contentions, and destructions of my people. And
this have I done, and commanded my people that they should
do, after that 1 was gone, and that these plates should be han-
ded down from one generation to another, or from one prophet
to another, until further commandments of the Lord. And am
account of my making these plates shall be given hereafter;
and then,- behold, I proceed according to that which I have
spoken; and this I do, that the more sacred things may be
kept for the knowledge of my people. Nevertheless, I do not
write any thing upon plates, save it be that 1 think it be sa-
cred. And now, if Ido err, even did they err of old. Not
that I would excuse myself because of other men, but because
of the weakness which is in me, according to the flesh, T
would excuse myself. For the things which some men es-
teem to be of great worth, both to the body and soul, others
sgt at nought, and trample under their {eet. Yea, even the
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very €od of Israel, do men trample under their feet; I say,
trample under their feet; but 1 would speak in other words:
They do set him at nought, and hearken not to the voice of his
counsels; and behold, he cometh according to the words of
the angel, in six hundred years from the time my father left
Jerusalem. And the world, because of their iniquity, shall
judge bim to be a thing of nought ; wherefore, they scourge him,
and he suffereth it; and they smite him, and he suffereth it.
Yea, they spit upon him, and he suffereth it, because of his lo-
ving kindness and his long suffering towards the children of
men. And the God of our fathers, which were led out of
Egypt, out of bondage, and also were preserved in the wilder-
ness by bim; yea, the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, yieldeth himself according to the words of the
angel, as a man, into the hands of wicked men, to be lifted up
aceording to the words of Zenock, and to be crucified, accor-
ding to the words of Neum, and to be buried in a sepulchre,
and according to the words of Zenos, which he spake, concer-
ning the three days of darkness, which should be a sign given
of his death, unto them who should inhabit the isles of the sea;
more especially given unto them which are of the House of Is-
rael. For thus spake the Prophet: The Lord God surely
shall visit all the House of Israel at that day: some with his
voice, because of their righteousness, unto._their great joy and
salvation ; and others, with the thunderings and the lightnings
of his power, by tempest, by fire, and by smoke, and vapour
of darkness, and by the opening of the carth, and by moun-
tains which shall be carried up; and all these things must
surely come, saith the Prophet Zenos. And the rocks of the
garth must rend ; and because of the groanings of the earth,
many of the Kings of the isles of the sea shall be wrought up-
on by the spirit of God, to exclaim, The God of nature suffers.
And as for they which are at Jerusalem, saith the prophet, shall
be scourged by all people, saith the prophet, because they
crucify the God of Israel, and turned their hearts aside, rejec-
ting signs, and wonders, and power and glory of the God of
Tsrael; and because they turned their hearts aside, saith the
prophet, and have despised the Holy one of Israel, they shall
wander in the flesh, and perish, and become a hiss and a by-
word, and be hated among all nations ; nevertheless, when
that dey cometh, saith the prophet, that they no more turs
aside their hearts against the Holy one of Israel, then will ke
r¢member the covenants which he made to their fathers, yea;
4‘
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then will he remember the isles of the sea; yes, and all the
people which are of the House of Israel, will 1 gather in, saith
the Lord, according to the words of the Prophet Zenos, from
the four quarters of the earth; yea,and all the earth shall see
the salvation of the Lord, saith the prophet; every nation, kin-
dred, tongue, and people, shall be blessed.

And I, Nephi, have written these things unto my people, that
perhaps I nmght persuade them that they would remember the
Lord their Redeemer; wherefore, 1 speak unto all the House
of Israel, if it so be that they should obtain these things. For
behold, I have workings in the spirit, which doth weary me,
even that all my joints are weak, for they which are at Jeru-
salem; for bad not the Lord been merciful, to shew unto me
concerning them, even as he had prophets of old ; for be sure-
ly did shew unto the prophets of old, all things concerning
them; and also, he did shew unto many, concerning us;
wherefore, it must needs be, that we know concerning them,
for they are written upon the plates of brass.

e
CHAPTER VL

Now it came to pass that I, Nephi, did teach my brethren
these things. And it came to pass that I did read many things
to them, which were engraven upon the plates of brass, that
they might know concerning the doings of the Lord in other
lands, -among people of old. And I did read many things unto
them, which were written in the Book of Moses; but that I
might more fully persuade them to believe in the Lord their
Redeemer, wherefore I did read unto them that which was
written by the Prophet Isaiah; for I did liken all scriptures
unto us, that it might be for our profit and learning. Where-
fore, T spake unto them, saying: Hear ye the words of the
gmphet, ye which are a remnant of the House of Israel, a

ranch of which have been broken off ; hear ye the words of
the prophet, which was written unto all the House of Israel,
and liken it unto yourselves, that ye may have hope as well
as your brethren, from whom ye have been broken off. For
after this manner hath the prophet written : Hearken and hear
this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Is-
Tw], and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, which
§Wew by the name of the Lord, and make mention of the God
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of Israel ; yet they swear not in truth, nor in righteousness.—
Nevertheless, they call themselves of the Holy city, but they
do not stay themselves upon the God of Isreel, which is the
Lord of hosts ; yea, the Lord of hosts is his name. Behold,
I have declared the former things from the beginting ; and
they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them; I did
shew them suddenly. And I did it because I knew that thou
art obstinate, and thy neck was an iron sinew, and thy brow
brass ; and I have, even from the beginning, declared to thee;
before it came to pass I shewed them thee; and I shewed
them for fear lest thou shouldst say, Mine idol hath done
them'; and my graven image, and my molten image, hath com-
manded them. Thou hast seen and heard all this ; and will
ye not declare them? And thatI have shewed thee new things
from this time, even hidden things, and thou didst not know
them. They are created now, and not from the beginning;
even before the day when thou heardest them not, they were
declared unto thee, lest thou shouldst say, Behold, I knew
them. Yea, and thou heardest not ; yea, thou knewest not;
yea, from that time, thine ear was not opened: for I knew
that thou wouldest deal very treacherpusly, and wast called a
transgressor from the womb.

Nevertheless, formy name sake will I defer mine anger, and
for my praise will I refrain from thee, that I cut thee not off.
For, behold, I have refined thee; I have chosen thee in the
furnace of affliction. For mine own sake, yea, for mine own
sake, will I do this; for I will not suffer my name to bhe pol-
luted, and I will not give my glory unto another.

Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called ; for Iam
he; and I am the first, and I am also the last. Mine hand
hath also laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand
hath spanned the heavens: and I called unto them, and they
stand up together. Al ye, assemble yourselves, and hear;
which among them hath declared these things unto them ? The
Lord hath loved him: yea, and he will fulfil his word which
he hath declared by them; and he will do his pleasure on
Babylon, and his arm shall come upon the Chaldeans. Also,
saith the Lord: I the Lord, yea, I have spoken, yea, I have
called him, to declare I have brought him ; and he shall make
his way prosperous.

Come ye near unto me : 1 have not spoken in secret from
the beginning; from the time that it was declared, have I spo-
ken; end the Lord God, and his spirit, hath sent me, And
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thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
J have sent him, the Lord thy God, which teacheth thee to
profit, which leadeth thee by the way thou shouldst go, hath
done it. O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments!
then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as
the waves of the sea: thy seed also had been as the sand;
the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his name
should not have been cut off ror destroyed from before me.

Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, witha
voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter to the end of the
earth; say ye, The Lord hath redeemed his servant Jacob.—
And they thirsted not; he led them through the deserts: he
caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them : he clea-
ved the rock also, and the waters gushed out.  And notwith-
standing he hath done all thie, and greater also, Thereis no
peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked.

And again: Hearken, O ye house of Israel, all ye that are
broken off and are driven out, because of the wickedness of
the pastors of my people; yea, all ye that are broken off, that
are scattered abroad, which are of my people, O house of Is-
rael. Listen, O isleg, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from
far; the Lord hath called me from the womb ; from the bow-
¢is of my mother hath he made mention of my name. And he
hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of
his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his
quiver hath he hid me; and said unto me, Thou art my ser-
vant, O Israel, in whom 1 will be glorified. Then I said, I
have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and
in vain; surely, my judgment is with the Lord, and my work
with my God.

And now, saith the Lord, that formed me from the womb
that I should be his servant, to bring Jaeob again to him,
Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall 1 be glorious in the
eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my sirength. And he
said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of
Israel : I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that
thou mayest be my salvation unto the ends of the earth.—
Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of lsrael, his Holy One,
to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nations abhor-
reth, to servant of rulers, Xings shall see and arise, princes
also shall worship, because of the Lord that is faithful. Thus
saith the Lord, In an acceptable.time have I heard thee, O
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isles of the sea, and in a day of savlation have I helped thee:
and I will preserve thee, and give thee my servant for a cove-
mant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit
the desolate heritages: that thou mayest say to the prisoners,
Go forth ; to them that sit in darkness, Shew yourselves.—
They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shail be in all
high places. They shall not hunger nor thirst, neither shall
the heat nor the sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on
them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he
guide them. And I will make all my mountains away, and my
highways shall be exalted. And then, O house of Israel, be-
hold, these shall come from far ; and lo, these from the north
and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim.

Sing, O Heavens; and be joyful, O earth; for the feet of
them which are in the east shall be established; and break
forth into singing, O mountains: for they shall be smitten no
more: for the Lord hath comforted his people, and will have
mercy upon his afflicted. But, behold, Zion hath said, The
Lord hath f{orsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me; but
he will shew that he hath not.  For can a woman forget her
wucking child, that she should not have compassion on the som
of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee,
O house of Israel.  Behold, 1 have graven thee upon the palms
of my hands; thy walls are continuvally before me. Thy
children shall make haste against thy destroyers; and they
<hat made thee waste, shall go forth of thee.

Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather
themselves together, and they shall come to thee. And as I
live, saith the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them
all, as with an ornament, and bind them on even as a bride.
For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy
destruction, shall even now be too -narrow by reason of the
inhabitants ; and they that swallowed thee up, shall be far
away. The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast
lost the other, shall again in thine ears say, The place is too
straight for me: give place to me that I may dwell. Then
shalt thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten me these,
seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a captive, and
removing to and fro? and who hath brought up these? Be-
bold, I was left alone; these, where have they been? Thug
saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the
Gentiles, and set up my_ standard to the people: and they
shall bring thy sens in their arms, and thy daughters shall be
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carried upon their shoulders. And kings shall be thy nursing
fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow
down to thee with their face towards the earth, and lick up the
dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the Lord:
for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me. For shall the

rey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captives delive-
red? But thus saith the Lord, Even the captives of the mighty
shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be de-
livered: for I will contend with im that contendeth with thee,
and I will save thy children. And I will feed them that op-
press thee with their own flesh ; they shall be drunken with
their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know
that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty
one of Jacob.

E—
CHAPTER VIIL

Anp uwow it came fo pass that after I, Nephi, after that I
had read these things which were engraven upon the plates of
brass, my brethren came unto me and said unto me, What
meaneth these things which ye have read? Behold, are they
to be understood according to things which are spiritual, which
shall come to pass according to the spirit and not the flesh ?
And I, Nephi, sayeth unto them, Behold, they were made ma-
pifest unto the prophet, by the voice of the spirit: for by the
spirit are all things made known unto the prophet, which shall
come upon the children of men, according to the flesh. Where-
fore, the things of which I have read, are things pertaining to
things hoth temporal and epritual: for it appears that the
House of Israel, sooner or later, will be scattered upon all the
face of the earth, and also among all nations, and before there
are many which are already lost from the knowledge of they
which are at Jerusalem. Yea, the more part of all the tribes
have been led away; and they are scattered to and fro up-
on the isles of the sea: and whither they are, none of us
knoweth, save that we know that they have been led away.—
And since that they have been led away, these things have been
prophesied concerning them, and also concerning all they which
shall hereafter be scattered and be confounded, because of the
Holy ‘One of Israel: for against him will they harden their
hearts; wherefore, they shall be scattered among all nations,
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and shall be hated by all men. Nevertheless, alter that they
have been nursed by the Gentiles, and the Lord hath lifted up
his hand upon the Gentiles and set them up for a standard, and
their children shall be carried in their arms, and their daugh-
ters shall be carried upon their shoulders, behold, these things
of which are spoken, are temporal: for thus is the covenants
of the Lord with our fathers; and it meaneth us in the days to
come, and also all our brethren which are of the House of Is-
rael. And it meaneth that the time cometh that after all the
House of Israel have been scattered and confounded, that the
Lord God will raise up a mighty nation among the Gentiles, yea,
even upon the face of this land; and by them shall our seed be
scattered. And after that our seed is scattered, the Lord God will
proceed to do a marvellous work among the Gentiles, which.shall
be of great worth unto our seed ; wherefore, it is hikened unto-
the being nourished by the Gentiles, and being carried in their
arms, and upon their shoulders. And it shall also be of worth
unto the Gentiles ; and not only unto the Gentiles, but unto
all the House of Israel, unto the making known of the cove-
nants of the Father of Heaven unto Abraham, saying, In thy
seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. And I
would, my brethren, that ye should know that all the kindreds
of the earth cannot be blessed, unless he shall make bare his
arm in the eyes of the nations. Wherefore, the Lord God will
proceed to make bare his armin the eyes of all the pations, in
bringing about his covenants and his Gospel, ynto they which
are of the House of Irsael. Wherefore, he will bring them
again out of eaptivity, and they shall be gathered together to
the lands of their inheritance; and they shall be brought out
of obscurity, and out of darkness; and they shall know that
the Lord is their Saviour and their Redeemer, the mighty one
of Israel. And the blood of that great and abominable church,
which is the whore of all the earth, shall turn upon their own
heads: for they shall war among themselves, and the sword of
their.own hands shall fall upon their own heads, and they shall
be drunken with their own blood. And every mation which
shall war against thee, O house of Israel, shall be turned one
against another, and they shall fall into the pit which they dig-
ged to ensnare the people of the Lord. And all that fight
against Zion, shall be destroyed. And that great whore, which
hath perverted the right ways of the Lord ; yea, that great and
abordinable church, shall tumble to the dust, and great shall
be the fall of it.. For behold, saith the prophet, that the time
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eometh speedily, that Satan shall have no more power over
the hearts of'the children of men: for the day soon cometh,
that all the proud and.they which do wickedly, shall be as
stubble ; and the day cometh that they must be burned. For
the time soon cometh, that the fulness of the wrath of God
shall be poured out upon all the children of men: for he will
not suffer